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Reputation
Peer Assessment Survey determines 20% of U.S. News and World Report ranking. Times Higher Educ@ ssm

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-hI948nF8J1eBOU_My1ZIoRBsuzB8RwC/view?usp=sharing


Faculty Publications
Determines 8% of Wall Street Journal/Times Higher Education ranking.
Overview:

● Citations per faculty: The academic and commercial ranking committees all measure university
research quality with a citation per faculty metric, taking the total number of academic citations in
papers produced by a university in a five-year period.

● Elsevier's Scopus® Database is the official database of academics from which the ranking committee
collects the research publication information for each university. It is not based on self-report surveys by
each university. SCI, SCIE and SSCI are three academic journal indexes collected in Elsevier’s Scopus
Database. SCIE is the expanded form of SCI which also includes some social sciences journals, while  SSCI
deals with social sciences journals.

● We currently use Clarivate’s Web of Science™ as our primary science index at the James White Library.
However, Scopus indexes more journals that AU faculty publish in.

Recommendations:
● The James White Library should consider switching from Clarivate’s Web of Science™ to Elsevier's

Scopus® Database for its primary science and social science journal index.
● Use Scopus® indexed research papers for the faculty ranking and promotion criteria (along with recognized

Adventist journals). The Office of Research should consider only paying publication charges for Scopus®
indexed journals.

● Provide additional research resources for faculty, such as professional editing, increased grant writing
services and Sabbaticals for research endeavors, and funding for research assistants or methodologists.

● Provide more research classes for undergraduate and graduate students. Note the College of Professions
just started a business research class with Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) and 16 models of research
methodology.

● Study compensation of faculty for research productivity recognizing our higher research expectations for
advancement compared to peer Adventist Universities. Eg. Supplementary salary for summer (or other
non-teaching semester) research.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15424060903167252
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15424060903167252


U.S. News Overall Score
Ranked #299 of 443 National Universities. (See methodology.)
Score (out of 100) 43

Outcomes (40%)
Outcomes rank 259

Graduation and retention rank 217
Average 6-year graduation rate (17.6%) 62%
Average first-year student retention rate (4.4%) 85%

Social Mobility Rank 242
6-year graduation rate of students who received a Pell Grant (2.5%) 55%
6-year graduation rate of students who did not receive a Pell Grant (2.5%) 76%
Predicted graduation rate (8%)
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https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/how-us-news-calculated-the-rankings

