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I. Provide goals and brief description of your project or research.

This thesis project assesses a site in Dayton, Ohio, analyzes the space, and designs it at

varying intensities of edible plants. The idea behind this project is that homeowners already

spend thousands of dollars renovating and improving their homes with landscape designs.

Edible plants can be similarly attractive to ornamental plants. Thus, there is no reason that

edible plants cannot take the place of ornamentals in the home landscape. With this in mind, I

aim to provide an example of how an edible landscape might look in comparison to an

ornamental counterpart. Additionally, I will perform a multiple case study to determine the

benefits of having an edible landscape with a cost benefit ratio, using quantitative analysis

methodology.

To accomplish these tasks, I have found a live client who is interested in creating an edible

landscape. The site selected @夀䠀〄怀̀娀
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and the economy, but might be somewhat taxing on the environment. This information will

inform me of the techniques and efficacy of urban agriculture.

Opitz, I., Berges, R., Piorr, A., & Krikser, T. (2015). Contributing to food security in urban

areas: differences between urban agriculture and peri-urban agriculture in the Global North.

Agriculture and Human Values, 33(2), 341–358. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10460-015-9610-2

This article discusses the differences between urban agriculture and peri urban agriculture. It

concludes that urban agriculture and peri-urban agriculture serve two distinct purposes. The

former is typically individually led for personal or communal consumption on very small plots

of land within the inner city. The latter is typically larger scale and uses the wasted fringe space

near the edges of cities. It is used more for commercial use. These distinctions allow me to see

what urban agriculture is not and thus directs me closer to what it ought to be.

Ackerman, K., Conrad, M., Culligan, P., Plunz, R., Sutto, M. P., & Whittinghill, L. (2014).

Sustainable Food Systems for Future Cities: The Potential of Urban Agriculture. The Economic

and Social Review, 45(2), 189–206. https://www.esr.ie/article/view/136

The global population is increasing exponentially. Due to this, it is essential to look at how

urbanization can be done effectively while also producing the food needed by an ever-growing

population. Urban agriculture has traditionally helped socially, economically, and

environmentally. Thus a study on the metrics of these effects is necessary. This journal will

https://www.esr.ie/article/view/136


Camps-Calvet, M., Langemeyer, J., Calvet-Mir, L., & Gómez-Baggethun, E. (2016). Ecosystem

services provided by urban gardens in Barcelona, Spain: Insights for policy and planning.

Environmental Science & Policy, 62, 14–23. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2016.01.007

This study uses a survey to garner insights from the local populace on the effects of urban

gardens in Barcelona, Spain. This journal first identifies the ecosystem services provided by

urban agriculture. It then evaluates the socioeconomic status of urban agriculture’s

beneficiaries. It then states why their observations matter on a local and global scale. Their

survey found how urban gardens can affect social cohesion, social responsibility, and how it

promoted recreation and healthy lifestyles. This study will be useful for me to address why this

topic matters. If urban gardens can not only make people happier and healthier, but to actually

allow people to be better members of society, then I believe it is a topic well worth exploring.

Although this article has to do with Barcelona, Spain, I feel that any insight is worth

considering. The results of their studies will inform what the US could do better and/or what the

US is already doing better to facilitate efficacious urban agriculture and edible landscaping.

Camps-Calvet, M., Langemeyer, J., Calvet-Mir, L., Gómez-Baggethun, E., & March, H. (2015).
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- Conference with advisor about the topic

- Collect resources related to the topic

- Make annotations

- Begin outline of draft/begin draft

Summer prior to senior year (2022)

- Register for Honors Thesis defense

- Continue drafting research/conduct any additional research needed.

Senior year, Fall semester (2022)

- Meet with advisor about research proposal

- Sign up for thesis defense

I have also completed Research Methods (AGRI 335), 4 credits of capstone (AGRI 497), with 1

credit in progress, and 2 credits of Senior Honors Research (HONS 497) in progress.

Department Chair Approval

• This student’s performance in his/her major field is acceptable.

• He/she has completed the requisite research methods coursework for the
research to be pursued.

• I understand that he/she plans to graduate with Honors.

Department Chair (signature required)

Research Advisor Approval

I have read and support this proposal:
Primary Advisor

(signature required)

I have read and support this proposal:
Secondary

Advisor (signature required)

If human subjects or if live vertebrate animals are involved, evidence of approval from the
Institutional Review Board or an Animal Use Committee is needed through the campus
scholarly research offices (Ext. 6361).


