Philosophy of Student Evaluations of Teaching
Andrews University

Purpose

Student evaluations provide the students’, or consumers’, perspective of teaching effectiveness. The purpose of
administering and analyzing student evaluations
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Feldman (2007) identified and ranked 28 instructional dimensions by their importance, according to correlation
with student achievement and with overall evaluations. Important dimensions are shown below:

High Importance Moderate Importance
Teacher’s clarity and understandableness Clarity of course objectives/requirements
Teacher’s stimulation of interest Teacher’s sensitivity to/concern with class progress
Students’ perceived outcome of impact of Teacher’s encouragement of questions and openness
instruction to opinions

Teacher’s preparation and course organization
Teacher pursued/met course objectives
Teacher motivates students to do their best

February, 2013 2



References

Benton, S. L., Cashin, W. E., (2012) Student ratings of teaching: A summary of research and literature. IDEA Paper
No.50. Manhattan, KS: Kansas State University, Center for Faculty Evaluation and Development.

Chickering, A.W., and Gamson, Z.F. (1991). Applying the seven principles for good practice in undergraduate
education. New directions for teaching and learning

February, 2013 3


http://www.theideacenter.org/
http://www.colum.edu/Administrative_offices/Academic_Affairs/evaluation_and_assessment/courseeval/research.php
http://www.colum.edu/Administrative_offices/Academic_Affairs/evaluation_and_assessment/courseeval/research.php




IDEA teaching  Seven
approaches Principles

October 3, 2012



