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PROGRAM & COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Your degree program seeks to help you achieve the Program Learning Outcomes basic to your chosen 
profession. Your Program Learning Outcome primarily addressed in this course is:  

2. Demonstrate proper biblical interpretation skills 

 (The full set of program learning outcomes for your degree program is listed in Appendix 3.) 
 
The following Course Learning Outcomes contribute to the overall Program Learning Outcomes by 
identifying the key learnings to be achieved by diligent work in this course:  
 

1. Learn the contents of 1 Corinthians.  You will become familiar with 1 Corinthians through 
the lectures and your assigned reading of Thiselton’s commentary. As a result of taking this 
course, you should be able to discuss this important Letter in a contextually responsible 
manner. You will demonstrate your knowledge of 1 Corinthians through class discussions 
and the exams.   

2. Learn the culture and history of the first century A.D.  The lectures and the introductory 
chapters of Thiselton’s commentary will help you to read 1 Corinthians in its cultural, socio-
economic, and socio-political context. Reading 1 Corinthians from a historical perspective 
will help you to use the Letter in your sermons and Bible studies with greater accuracy and 
understanding.  

3. Explain the theological and ethical questions in 1 Corinthians.  Christians have studied and 
discussed 1 Corinthians through the centuries. In the process, many important ethical 
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commentaries for this section of the journal. You must do your own independent work, but it is 
acceptable to look up information in theological dictionaries and standard reference works on 
Greek grammar or NT backgrounds. As much as possible, try to center your discussion on particular 

http://www.biblehub.com/
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REQUIREMENTS DURING THE INTENSIVE 

Lectures  

This course will cover approximately 1-3 chapters of 1 Corinthians per day. There, however, will 
not be enough time to cover the chapters in their entirety or in detail. Key themes and selected 
passages from each chapter will be discussed. For more detail on the chapters, students are 
encouraged to review Thiselton’s commentary. Lectures will also include instructions on 
exegesis.    

Discussion  

Students are encouraged to refer to Thiselton’s commentary during the discussions. 

 
Examinations 

There will be two exams for this course. Both will be essay exams. Each exam will cover the lecture 
materials given during class, including the lecture given during the final class period prior to the 
exam. For example, the test on Tuesday evening will cover the lectures given on Monday and 
Tuesday, including the final lecture on Tuesday. On the test, students are expected to demonstrate 
that (a) they understand the lecture material and (b) they are familiar with Thiselton’s commentary.  
The reading of 1 Corinthians and the commentary should be completed before the course begins.  

Expectations.  Students may use (1) a Bible, (2) the lecture notes taken during class, and (3) 
Thiselton’s commentary.  On the exams, you should be able to: (a) discuss any passage covered in 
class; (b) summarize any key points discussed in the lectures; and (c) apply information from 
Thiselton to the discussion of the passage. The exams should be typed and should be uploaded on 
LearningHub when they are completed. The purpose of the exams is to determine how well you 
understand 1 Corinthians based on your learning. Your exams will be scanned for plagiarism.   

POST-INTENSIVE COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Exegesis Paper 

Students must submit an exegesis paper on 1 Cor. 15:20-28 as part of the requirement for the 
course. The paper needs to be typed, double-spaced, and no more than 15 pages in length 
(including the footnotes but excluding the title page and bibliography). The paper is due by April 
11, 2022.  Please upload your papers on LearningHub. Do not send hard copies to the 
instructor’s office. SLO 2, 4 

Expectations. Students are expected to write the paper using the exegetical tools learned in 
class and from reading Fee. The paper must also reflect your own research. In addition, your 
paper should demonstrate that you are familiar with 1 Corinthians and the materials presented 
in class. You may disagree with the instructor. Y
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MORE ABOUT THE COURSE  

TIME EXPECTATIONS FOR THE COURSE 

US Credit-Hour Regulations 

For every semester credit, the Andrews University credit hour definition requires that: 

http://www.cte.rice.edu/workload/
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GUIDELINES FOR COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

Grades are based on the independent learning activities below which provide practice toward, and 

assessment of, the learning outcomes of this course. The grade weighting for each assignment is 

provided in the right-hand column. Specific due dates are given in the Course Overview above. 

Assignment Description Weighting 

1. 2 Exegetical Journals 20% 

2. Book Review 10% 

3. 3 Videos 2% 

4. Fee’s Book 4 .
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OTHER COURSE-RELATED POLICIES 

Attendance  

Regular attendance is required at all classes and other academic appointments. When the total number 
of absences exceeds 10% of the total course appointments, the teacher may assign a failing grade. 
Merely being absent from campus does not exempt the student from this policy. Absences recorded 
because of late registration, suspension, and early/late vacation leaves are not excused. The class work 
missed may be made up only if the teacher allows. Three tardies are equal to one absence. 

Academic Integrity  

The Seminary expects its students to exhibit rigorous moral integrity appropriate to ministry leaders 
representing Jesus Christ. Complete honesty in academic matters is a vital component of such integrity. 
Any breach of academic integrity in this class is subject to discipline. Consequences may include receipt 
of a reduced or failing grade, suspension or dismissal from the course, suspension or dismissal from the 
program, expulsion from the university, or degree cancellation. Disciplinary action may be retroactive if 
academic dishonesty becomes apparent after the student leaves the course, program or university. A 
record of academic integrity violations is maintained by the University Student Academic Integrity Council. 
Repeated and/or flagrant offenses will be referred to an Academic Integrity Panel for recommendations 
on further penalties. 

Academic Dishonesty includes: 

  Plagiarism in which one fails to give credit every time use is made of another person’s ideas or 

exact words, whether in a formal paper or in submitted notes or assignments. Credit is to be 

given by use of:  

o Correctly designed and inserted footnotes each time one makes use of another 

individual’s research and/or ideas; and  

o Quotation marks placed around any exact phrases or sentences (3 or more words) taken 

from the text or speech of another individual.  

 

/academics/academic_integrity.html
mailto:disabilities@andrews.edu
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APPENDIX 1: ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC(S)  

Assessment Rubric for the Journals 

 A Range B Range C Range D Range F Range Total  

Personal 

Reflection 

Contains deep 

and original 

thoughts. 

Carefully 

compares and 

notes the 

differences 

between 

versions. Does 

independent 

work, looking 

up reference 

tools.  

Contains 

some deep 

and original 

thoughts. 

Occasionally 

compares and 

notes the 

differences 

between 

versions. 

Occasionally 

does 

independent 

work, looking 

up reference 

tools. 

Contains  

mostly clichéd 

and expected 

thoughts. Does 

not compare 

or note the 

differences 

between 

versions. Does 

not look up 

reference 

tools.  Offers 

mostly general 

and vague 

information.  

Relates to the 

text in some 

ways, but is 

written poorly 

and in an 

incoherent 

manner with 

little that is 

worthy of 

note.  Makes 

no effort to 

compare 

versions or 

look up 

reference 

tools.  

Bad writing. 

Incoherent 

thoughts. 

Nothing 

worth 

reading. 

Consists 

mostly of 

quotes from 

other 

writings.  

40% 

Dialogue 

with 

Thiselton 

Significant 

points are 

discussed, 

presenting 

evidence when 

disagreeing, 

and advancing 

new thoughts 

and 

understanding 

about the text 

when 

agreeing.  

Minor points 

are engaged.  

Disagrees or 

agrees by 

stating, “I 

disagree” or “I 

agree,” but 

offers mostly 

shallow and 

clichéd 

reasoning.  

Discusses 

Thiselton but 

not on the 

basis of what 

was written in 

the first 

section of the 

journal. Or 

discusses 

Thiselton in a 

way that does 

not advance 

one’s own 

understanding 

of the text.  

 

Poorly 

reasoned and 

opinionated 

dismissal or 

acceptance of 

Thiselton’s 

views.  Also 

incoherent 

discussion that 

is hard to 

follow.  

Shallow and 

unrelated 

discussion of 

Thiselton in a 

language that 

is confusing.  

Or just some 

random 

quotations 

followed by 

mostly empty 

words.  

20% 

Revised 

Reflection 

A thoughtful 

and significant 

revision of the 

Mostly a 

straight 

restatement 

There are 

thoughtful and 

thorough-

Poorly written, 

incoherent 

restatement of 

A straight 

reproduction 

of the 

30% 
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first section, 

using fresh 

facts and 

concepts from 
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Assessment Rubric for the Exams 

 A Range B Range C Range D Range F Range Total  

Accuracy with 
which the 
lectures are 
reproduced 

All the main 
points of the 
lectures are 
covered and 
explanations 
are accurate 
with the 
scriptural 
examples 
used in 
class. 

Most of the 
points 
presented in 
the lectures 
are covered 
and some 
concrete 
examples 
used in class 
appear  

About 
2/3rds of 
the points 
presented in 
the lectures 
are covered. 
Some 
inaccuracy 
in the 
examples 
provided.  

Less than ½ 
of the points 
covered in 
lectures are 
covered. 
Has many 
errors.  

The essay 
consists of 
mostly 
irrelevant 
information 
and is of 
poor quality.   

70% 

Interactions 
with 
Thistleton’s 
Commentary 

Refers to 
the 
commentary 
in a 
meaningful 
way 
throughout 
the essay.  
Makes at 
least 3 
meaningful 
references.  

Refers to the 
commentary.
Makes less 
than 3 
references. 

Makes only 
one 
reference to 
the 
commentary 

Makes no 
references 
to the 
commentary 

Makes false 
references to 
the 
commentary.  

20% 

Personal 
Reflections 

Gives clear 
evidence of 
having 
thoughtfully 
reflected on 
the lectures 
and the 
reading.  
The 
reflections 
are deep 
and 
creative.  

Offers 
personal 
reflections of 
some 
originality 

Some good 
ideas here 
and there 

Some 
personal 
reflections 
but mostly 
unrelated to 
the material   

No personal 
reflections at 
all 

10% 

 

Assessment Rubric for the Exegesis Paper
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 Descriptions A B C D F Grade 
A

n
al

ys
is

 o
f 

Te
xt

 

Analysis of Text 
(Comparisons of 
versions and 
commentaries) 

Exceeds the basic 
standards  

(18-20) 

Meets basic standards: knows how to 
identify difficulties in the translation of the 
text; no more than 3 errors in each type of 
analysis used.  
(16-17) 

Does not meet the 
basic standards in 
some areas 

(13-15) 

Does not meet the 

Does
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R
e

le
va

n
ce

 

Implications (personal, 
relating to church, 
further research, 
sermons, etc.) 

Exceeds the basic 
standards  

(5) 

Meets basic standards:  Inferences are 
drawn from the study; the ideas are 
coherent 
(4) 

Does not meet the 
basic standards in 
some areas 
(3) 

Does not meet the 
basic standards in 
many areas  
(2) 

Does not meet 
the basic 
standards at all. 
(0-1) 

 5 

 
Score:___ 

O
ve

ra
ll 

Q
u

al
it

y Creativity, originality, 
sincerity, and quality of 
reflection 

Very Satisfactory 

(9-10) 

Satisfactory 

(8) 

Somewhat 
Satisfactory 
(7) 

Barely Satisfactory 

(6) 

Not Satisfactory 

(0-5) 

10 

Score: ___ 
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APPENDIX 2: 
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APPENDIX  4: BIBLIOGRAPHY OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS & RESOURCES  

 
Grammars, Lexicons, Linguistic Key and Theological Lexicons 
 
Bauer, W., F. W. Danker, W. F. Arndt, & Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 
 Other Early Christian Literature.  3rd Edition.  (Consult Fee, 87-89; a very valuable source of 
 information for word study) 
 
Balz, Horst & G. Schneider, Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament. 3 Volumes.  (Full of insights for 
 pastors and scholars alike) 
 



20 
 

Recommended Commentaries 
 
Barrett, C. K. A Commentary on the First  Epistle to the Corinthians. 2nd Edition. London: Black, 1971. 
 
Barth, K. The Resurrection of the Dead. London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1933.  
 
Bruce, F. F. 1 and 2 Corinthians, New Cambridge Bible Commentary.  London: Oliphants, 1971.   
 
Collins, R. F. First Corinthians. Sacra Pagina 7. Collegeville, MN: Glazier/Liturgical Press, 1975.  
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APPENDIX 5: SAMPLE EXEGETICAL JOURNAL 

ESV Galatians 5:1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery. 

Personal Reflection: 

“For freedom Christ has set us free,” according to ESV.  But the KJV and NKJV have it as “Stand 
fast therefore in the liberty.” Whereas the KJV and NKJV have the term “liberty” only once, the ESV, NIV, 
and the NRSV mention it twice, once as “freedom” and once as part of the phrase “set free.” This means 
that the key concept of this passage is “freedom.”  The noun freedom is known in the Greek world as a 
political concept. “In the Gk. world ἐλευθερία (eleutheria) is primarily a political concept.”2 This is shown 
in parallel to slavery. This word is also essential to a state of being.3 There is also the philosophical 
sentiment in the time of Hellenism that referred to freedom as freedom from human, and subject only 
to God. Sometimes in this vein of thought, the focus is shifted to a radical approach of freedom, which 
focused on the freedom from human nature or one’s own nature, a search for peace within the soul.4 

In the NT realization, freedom is not merely control over peripheral life through control over 
one’s own conscious or soul. Therefore, if an individual truly wants to come to grips with themselves 
they must surrender their will to something outside of themselves. For example, one could be free from 
the slavery of sin or the law (the Mosaic Law),5 as opposed to physical slavery.   

In Galatians 5:1, freedom refers primarily to the law, freedom from the obligation to observe 
the Mosaic Law.  First, Galatians 5:1 seems to wrap up the discussion in chapter 4. In Galatians 4:21 Paul 
asks if they desire to be subject to the law, and 4:29 states that time has relapsed and once more the 
“child who was born according to the flesh persecutes the child who was born according to the Spirit.” It 
is in this context that freedom is hoped for. This is a freedom from a life that leads to death and 
condemnation through the Law. The mention of circumcision in v. 2 also makes clear that Paul’s 
immediate concern here is the Mosaic Law. Therefore, the only conclusion I can come to is that one can 
be freed through Christ because he is, in the Greco-Roman parlance, the Patron who has the power to 
set us free from the burden of the Mosaic Law! But I wonder why Paul thinks of the law in such negative 
term. 

“Stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (ESV). The KJV and NKJV 
have “be not entangled again” and the NIV “do not be … burdened again.” I find this difference between 
“submit” and “entangle” interesting.  But my question is why does it say again? It seems to imply that 
Galatians have submitted in the past to a yoke of slavery. The previous reference to freedom is on the 
law (perhaps not Mosaic) and on the will of mankind (their world), therefore it is logical to deduce that 
this freedom is from the slavery that is possibly being relapsed into. Yet I find this challenging because 
the Galatians, being Gentiles, were not under the Law of Moses before. Could Paul be placing the Law of 
Moses on the same level as the slavery under pagan religion?   

There are two commands in this verse: “stand firm” and “do not submit.”  The context makes 
clear that these commands are to be an ongoing process:6 
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