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MSSN 546-118 Mission in Cultural and 
Religious Context 

Fall 2021 

Andrew Tompkins, PhD 

 

SYNOPSIS OF THE COURSE 

CLASS & CONTACT INFORMATION 

Class location:  Remote Teaching – Via Zoom 
Class meeting times: September 19-23, 2021,  

Sunday, 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. Eastern Standard Time 
   Monday – Thursday, 9:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.; 2:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Course Website:  http://learninghub.andrews.edu  
Instructor Telephone: 269-471-6505 
Instructor Email: tompkina@andrews.edu 
  

BULLETIN DESCRIPTION OF COURSE  

 
MSSN 546 Mission in Cultural and Religious Context:  
Explores missiological principles with an emphasis on the cultural and religious context, and the 
development of cultural sensitivity and cross-cultural communication skills for Christian witness. 

PROGRAM & COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Your degree program seeks to help you achieve the Program Learning Outcomes basic to your chosen 
profession. Your Program Learning Outcome primarily addressed in this course is:  
 

1. Delivers effective biblically based sermons.  
2. Demonstrates proper biblical interpretation skills.   
3. Understands the historical–theological development of the Adventist Church.  
4. Capable of training church members for evangelism.  
5. Demonstrates an understanding of how to empower church members for leadership. 
6. Capable of reaching specific social groups.  

(The full set of program learning outcomes for your degree program is listed in Appendix 2.) 

 

http://learninghub.andrews.edu/
mailto:tompkina@andrews.edu


http://www.andrews.edu/bookstore
https://soe.org/7-standards/
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2. Critical Book Review: Due Sunday, September 19. 
One book review of Duane Elmer’s (Cross-Cultural Servanthood: Serving the World in Christlike Humility- 
CCS) will be submitted; at least 1500 words required. It is important to note that this is NOT a book report. 
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POST-INTENSIVE COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

3. Critical Book Review: Introduction to Adventist Mission (IAM): Due Thursday, November 04. 
One book review of Gorden Doss’ Introduction to Adventist Mission (IAM); the review is to be 2000 words. 
It is important to note that this is NOT a book report. The majority of content in the review is for critique 
and analysis of the books; you can summarize the main points of the book, but must engage in analysis 



 
 

5 

Date Topic Assignment Due Assignment Due Date 

Tuesday 

September 21 

Culture, Worldview and our 
view and understanding of 
Scriptures 
Critical contextualization 
Practical contextualization 

CCS chapter 9: pages 125-
143; IAM chapter 9 & 10 

 

Wednesday 

September 22 

Mission practice: case studies 
The excluded middle 
Studying the Bible for mission 

IAM chapter 11  
 

Web resource list 
Due Wednesday, 
September 22, 2021 
 

Wednesday 

September 22 

The incarnation as mission model
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MORE ABOUT THE COURSE  

TIME EXPECTATIONS FOR THE COURSE 

US Credit-Hour Regulations 

For every semester credit, the Andrews University credit hour definition requires that: 

 Courses for professional masters’ degrees (e.g. MDiv) include 15 instructor contact hours and 30 
hours of independent learning activities. 

 Courses for academic masters’ (e.g. MA [Religion]) and all doctoral degrees include 15 instructor 
contact hours, and 45 hours of independent learning activities. 

 
The calculation of hours is based on the study skills of the average well-prepared graduate student. 
Students weak in these skills: 1) may require more time and should consider taking fewer classes each 
semester

http://www.cte.rice.edu/workload/
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GUIDELINES FOR COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

Grades are based on the independent learning activities below which provide practice toward, and 

assessment of, the learning outcomes of this course. The grade weighting for each assignment is 

provided in the right-hand column. Specific due dates are given in the Course Overview above. 

 

 

Assignment Description Weighting 

1. Attendance and participation 10% 

2. Book review and reading (CCS) 10% 

3. Journal entries and reading (PPM) 15% 

4. Web resources list + EE-Taow Report 10% 

5. Final exam 30% 

6. Book review and reading (IAM) 25% 

Total 100% 

* For grading rubrics that specify grading criteria in more detail, see Appendices. 

In order to make grading fair for everyone, grades will be assigned on the basis of the above 
requirements alone. No individual arrangements will be made for those requesting last minute grade 
adjustment or extra credit. 

Late Submission   
 
*Assignments Due Date: Read Carefully 

Late Submission - The following penalties will be applied for late submission of assessment items: 
 
Assessments received by due date: (possible A grade) 
Delay up to 10 days: (no better than an A- grade) 
Delay up to 20 days: 
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/academics/academic_integrity.html
mailto:disabilities@andrews.edu
mailto:helpdesk@andrews.edu
mailto:dlit@andrews.edu
http://andrews.edu/hdchat/chat.php
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http://www.learninghub.andrews.edu/
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A failing grade is given when very limited or no demonstrable competency has been observed.   
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APPENDIX 


