
CHMN637 
SEMINAR IN PREACHING 

Summer 2020 | May 24-28 

Hyveth Williams, DMin 

SYNOPSIS OF THE COURSE 

CLASS & CONTACT INFORMATION

Class location:  Seminary Preaching Lab, Andrews University 

Class meeting times: Sunday: 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Monday – Thursday: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm & 1:30 pm - 6:00 pm 
(subject to change) 



PROGRAM & COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 



COURSE OVERVIEW 

COURSE MATERIALS

Required Course Materials

Required: 

 Edwards, J. Kent.  Deep Preaching: Creating Sermons That Go Beyond the Superficial. 
Nashville: B & H Publishing Group, 2009. (ISBN 978-0-8054-4695-1 | 202 pages 

 Quicke, M. (2011). Preaching as Worship. Grand Rapids: Baker. | 279 pages 
  
 Tisdale, Lenora Tubbs. (2010). 

http://www.andrews.edu/bookstore


Long, T. G. (2005). The Witness of Preaching, 2nd ed. Louisville, KY: Westminster/John Knox.

Lowry, E. (2000). The Homiletical Plot: The Sermon as a Narrative Art Form.  Louisville, KY: 
Westminster/John Knox Press.

Mawhinney, B. (1997). Preaching with Freshness. Grand Rapids: Kregel.

McDill, W. V. (1999). The Moment of Truth: A Guide to Effective Sermon Delivery. Nashville, 
TN: Broadman & Holman. 

Miller, C. (2002). The Sermon Maker: Tales of a Transformed Preacher. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan.

 Quicke, M. J. (2003). 360 Degree Preaching: Speaking and Living the Word. Grand Rapids: 
Baker. 

Schultze, Q. J. (2004). High-tech Worship? Using Presentational Technologies Wisely. Grand 
Rapids: Baker. 

Taylor, B. B. (1993). The Preaching Life. Lanham, MD.: Cowley Publications. 

 Walsh, J. (2003). The Art of Storytelling: Easy Steps to Presenting an Unforgettable Story. 
Chicago: Moody.  

 Walsh, J. (2009). Old Testament Narrative: A Guide to Interpretation. Louisville, KY: 
Westminster/John Knox.   

 Wilson, P. S. (1999). The Four Pages of the Sermon: A Guide to Biblical Preaching. Nashville, 
TN: Abingdon. 

ATLASES/DICTIONARIES/COMMENTARIES

Arnold, C. E. & Baugh, S. M. (Eds.). Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary Set. 
Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 

Baly. D. (1974). The Geography of the Bible. New York: Harper & Row.

Brisco, T. V. (1999). Holman Bible Atlas: A Complete Guide to the Expansive Geography of 
Biblical History. Broadman & Holman

Buttrick, G. A. (Ed.). (1962). The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible: An Illustrated 
Encyclopedia (5 vols). Nashville, TN.: Abingdon.

Freedman, D. N. (Ed.). (1992). The Anchor Bible Dictionary (6 Volume Set). New York: Bantam 
Doubleday Dell. 

Harris, Laird R., Archer, Jr., G. Z., & Waltke, B. K. (1980).  Theological Wordbook of the Old 
Testament. Chicago, IL: Moody Press. 
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Kaiser Jr., W. C. & Garrett, D. (2006). NIV, Archaelogical Study Bible: An Illustratedd Walk 
Through Biblical History and Culture. Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 

NIV Application Commentary. Grand Rapids: Zondervan. (Each volume has a different author 
and publication date)

Robertson, A. T. (1960). Word Picture of the New Testament. Nashville, TN. Broadman & 
Holman. 

Vine, W. E. (1978). Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Iowa Falls, 
IA: The Bible Publishers.

Walton, J. H. (Ed.). (2009). Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary Set: Old 
Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 

Willimon, W. H. & Lischer, R. (Eds.). (1995). Concise Encyclopedia of Preaching. Louisville, 
KY: Westminster/John Knox.

For ISBN and price informaJon, please see the lisJng at the Bookstore www.andrews.edu/bookstore.  

 

The AU bookstore is our contracted source for students to find textbook information as well as 
textbooks.

http://www.andrews.edu/bookstore






http://www.cte.rice.edu/workload/






5.  Determine and describe the parameters of the text that you are preaching from and briefly explain 
how the text relates to its broader scriptural context (especially the rest of the chapter). 

6.  Read and reread the text using various translaJons and point out “KEY” words or “Phrases” in the 
original language. IdenJfy any textual variants, problems or concepts. 

7.Analyze and describe the following CONTEXTS of the passage: Historical - Author, date and 
circumstances surrounding the text; Literary – What type of language does the author use in the text? 
How does the author express his unique personality, status, or experience and how does that impact the 
message of the text? Theological – Author’s intent and theological purpose in wriJng to the original 
hearers. 

8.Identify the possible points of view from which the text can be viewed (i.e., author, audience, a 
parJcular character, etc.), then indicate the primary viewpoint that you intend to use. 

9.Encounter the text through probing conversaJon and reflecJon and by legng the Holy Spirit guide 
your thinking. List ideas, meanings and quesJons that come to mind. Use brainstorming and journaling 
techniques to bring these to light.  This is the heart of your analysis and should be the most 
substantiated part of your paper. 

10.Describe what you think the text is doing (i.e., is it rebuking, encouraging or instrucJng?). 

11.Summarize the original message of the text to its original hearers – as you understand it – in the 
form of a clear, SINGLE sentence. 

(Note: the first 11 items are worth 3 points each).

12.Book application: List and apply three principles from the classroom presentaJons on PropheJc 

preaching that you uJlized in the preparaJon of the sermon or will use in the delivery of the sermon and 
how it impacted/influenced your audience. Be specific about both the principles and your applicaJon of 
the principles (10 points). 
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Worship Planning Worksheet

1. Preaching Passage:

2. Sermon Title:

3. By God’s Grace what this gather worship will say is _________ __________ and what this 
gathered worship will do is ___________ ____________.

In the sections that follow do not just list the element but give a justifications for its inclusion or 
exclusion (How does it contribute to making worship say and do what you intend it to?)

4. Graphic/Visual Focus:

5. Opening Song (s):

6. Prayer Song and Prayer:
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7. Other Environmental Plans (such as setting or décor, etc.):

8. Children’s Story:

9. Appeal:

10. Closing Song:

Each of the first ten questions are worth three points each

11. Develop a unique flow chart/order of service for you worship service [10 points]
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IV. Arrangement 

a. Organization/Coherence  1 2 3 4 5 
b. Transitions   1 2 3 4 5 
c. Time Frame   1 2 3 4 5 

V. Delivery 

a. Authenticity   1 2 3 4 5 
b. Voice (Tone, Volume 
Variation)    1 2 3 4 5 
c. Movement/Gestures  1 2 3 4 5 
d. Scripture Reading  1 2 3 4 5 
e. Grammar/Vocabulary  1 2 3 4 5 
f. Diction/Pronunciation  1 2 3 4 5 
g. Pulpit Presence (Poise)  1 2 3 4 5 
h. Eye Contact   1 2 3 4 5 
i. Mastery of Material  1 2 3 4 5 

Comments: 
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ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR

A graduate of Columbia Union College (now Washington AdvenJst University) 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Theology (1984), Dr. Williams received her Master of 
Divinity from the Seventh-day AdvenJst Theological Seminary, Andrews 
University (1989). She graduated from Boston University School of Theology 
with a Doctor of Ministry (1998) and holds the disJncJon of being the first 
non-Episcoplian to receive the presJgious Fellowship from the College of 
Preachers, NaJonal Cathedral, Washington, DC   

The first female Senior Pastor in our denominaJon, for over two decades Dr. 
Williams served as senior pastor of mulJ-staff churches in parish ministry 
before joining the Seminary faculty December, 2009. In February, 2013, she 
founded The Grace Place, a thriving community church plant in South Bend, 

mailto:disabilities@andrews.edu


Late Assignment Submission  
Assignments are expected by the dates listed in the syllabus. Work submitted 1-7 days late incur a 10% 
penalty; 8-14 days late, 20%; 15+ days, 30%. 

Additional Policies 

Examinations 
“Credit is not granted in courses unless the required examinations are completed by the student.  Students 
are expected to follow the published examination schedule.  In cases where the schedule requires a 
student to complete four exams in one day, arrangements may be made with the dean to complete one of 



/academics/academic_integrity.html
mailto:disabilities@andrews.edu
mailto:helpdesk@andrews.edu
mailto:dlit@andrews.edu
http://andrews.edu/hdchat/chat.php


http://www.learninghub.andrews.edu








APPENDIX 2: INTERPRETING LETTER GRADES

Letter Grades and Percentages 

THE B GRADE 

The B grade is a sign that you have competently fulfilled all of the requirements sJpulated for an 
assessment or competency evaluaJon.  It is a very good grade and demonstrates a high level of the 
knowledge, insight, criJcal competence and professional presentaJon standards essenJal for an 
individual wishing to pursue a career as a professional leader in ministry.

THE A GRADE 

An A grade is given only when a student not only fulfills the criteria for a B grade, but in doing so 
demonstrates an advanced academic apJtude for content knowledge, criJque, synthesis and 
independent insight, while exhibiJng highly developed communicaJon skills and professional publicaJon 
standards that would allow them to pursue a highly compeJJve academic career.

THE C GRADE

The C grade differs only from a B grade in that the traits outlined in the B grade above are not 
consistently applied.  However, with diligence and by applying feedback from your lecturer, the academic 
process can provide opportunity for a student to improve their consistency, and hence, their grade.

THE D GRADE

The D grade points to a limited level of knowledge, insight, and criJque, as well as to inadequate quality 
of writen work.  This may be because of a lack of Jme management on the part of the student, difficulty 
grasping the concepts being taught, use of English as a second language, or a personal issue that is 
affecJng one’s concentraJon and moJvaJon levels.  Again, with diligence, applying feedback from your 
lecturer, and seeking services offered by the University like the wriJng lab or the counseling center, the 
academic process can provide an opportunity for a student to significantly improve their performance. 

THE F GRADE

A failing grade is given when very limited or no demonstrable competency has been observed.   

APPENDIX  3: BIBLIOGRAPHY OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS & RESOURCES 

A= 94% + 

A-= 90–93% 
B+= 87–89%

B= 83–86% 
B-= 80–82% 
C+= 76–79%

C= 73–75% 
C-= 70–72% 
D= 65–69% 
F= 64% [ cm% 



ATLASES/DICTIONARIES/COMMENTARIES

http://libguides.andrews.edu/religion
http://libguides.andrews.edu/religion
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