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PROGRAM & COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Your degree program seeks to help you achieve the Program Learning Outcomes (PLO) basic to your 

chosen profession. Your Program Learning Outcome primarily addressed in this course is:  

Of the Program Learning Outcomes for the MA in Pastoral Ministry (MAPM) program, this 

course will assess the following: 

 

MA in Pastoral Ministry (MAPM) English & Spanish Program Outcomes 

1. Delivers effective biblically based sermons.  

2. Demonstrates proper biblical interpretation skills.   

3. Understands the historical–theological development of the Adventist Church.  

 

(The full set of program learning outcomes for your degree program is listed in Appendix 5.) 

 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)  

This course aims at fulfilling the following student learning outcomes.  Upon successful 

completion of this course, the student will 

1. Understand the foundations and major theological elements of modern Catholic 

theology in comparison to Seventh-day Adventist theology, 

2. Gain a good understanding of Roman Catholic life and faith, 

3. Acquire a good knowledge of the role of the Roman Catholic Church in the ecumenical 

movement, and 

4. Use analytical and critical reading skills to evaluate the theological content of Catholic 

documents. 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW  

 

Pre-Intensive Assignments (due on March 8, 2020) 

Note: Before the first day of class for the intensive, students should complete the following 

assignments.  All these assignments are due on Sunday, March 8, 2020.  

 

The purpose of these assignments is to help the participants acquire a good knowledge 

of some of the issues before we begin our study in class.  The more students know 
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required to read these books. 

 

• Kenneth J. Collins and Jerry L. Walls.  Roman but not Catholic: What remains at stake 

500 years after the Reformation.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2017.  432 pp. 

 

• Matthew Levering and Kevin J. Vanhoozer.  Was the Reformation a Mistake?  Why 

Catholic Doctrine Is Not Unbiblical.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2017.  240 pp. 

 

• Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Paragraphs 51-141; 144-197; 484-511; 748-870; 871-

945; 963-975; 976-987; 1024; 1066-1690. (Any edition and language will do if you use 

the given paragraph numbers.) 

 

• Francis, On the Call to Holiness in Today’s World Gaudete et Exsultate (2018).  

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-

francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html 

 

At the beginning of the intensive students need to report on the LearningHub that the 

reading of these four books has been done.  

 

A final grade will be assigned only after the student has reported that the required 

reading has been done.  Reports turned in late will receive half credit.  The professor will 

take the word of the student that this requirement has been completed in all honesty. 

 

2. BOOK REPORT 

Students will write a book report of Matthew Levering and Kevin J. Vanhoozer, Was the 

Reformation a Mistake? Why Catholic Doctrine Is Not Unbiblical (Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan, 2017). 

See the study questions and guidelines below (Appendix 2).  The document with study 

questions to answer is also found on the LearningHub.  Reports must be submitted on 

the LearningHub.  

  This assignment will fulfill the Student Learning Outcomes # 1, 3, and 4. 

 

 

During the Intensive (March 8-12, 2020) 

MAPM Intensive Class Schedule 

 

  Schedule for class meetings: 

  

Running total 
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Sunday 5-8 p.m. 3 hours 3 

Monday 8:00-12:30 p.m. 

1:30-5:30 p.m. 

4.5 hours 

4 hours 

                             8.5 

 

 

11.5 

Tuesday 8:00-12:30 p.m. 

1:30-5:30 p.m. 

4.5 hours 

4 hours 

                             8.5 

 

 

20 

Wednesday 8:00-12:30 p.m. 

1:30-5:30 p.m. 

4.5 hours 

4 hours 

8.5 

 

 

28.5 

Thursday 8:00-12:30 p.m. 

1:30-5:30 p.m. 

7 p.m-9 p.m. 

4.5 hours 

4 hours 

2 hours 

                           10.5 
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 Pre/Post-session  Guest lectures to be 

viewed on-line  
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Levering & Vanhoozer, 172-186 

Sacraments CCC §976-987, 1066-1690 

Collins & Walls, 145-196 

Levering & Vanhoozer, 74-110 

Current documents Francis, On the Call to Holiness in 

Today’s World Gaudete et Exsultate 

 

3. FINAL EXAMINATION 

 

At the end of the intensive course, students will take a final examination.  The exam will 

consist of two essay questions on what has been learned during the course, how the 

material has challenged students personally and how their learning experience has 

affected their theology and praxis of ministry.  Students will be able to use class notes 

and textbooks. 

 

 

Post-Intensive Assignments (due April  25, 2020) 

 

4. SERMON 

 

Students will write a sermon on Christ, the only mediator for salvation or on the state of 

the dead.   

 

The sermon should be in full text written form with a clear outline and sub-headings.  In-

text references are preferred.  Illustrations (stories) should also be written in full text as 

well.  Sermons must be submitted through the Learning Hub/Moodle. 

 

Look carefully at the evaluation rubrics for this assignment at the end of the syllabus 

(Appendix 3).  The rubrics will give you a good idea of what the professor will evaluate 

in this assignment. 

 

10 bonus points will be given for this assignment if the sermon has been preached 

before it is submitted. 

 

This assignment will fulfill the Student Learning Outcomes # 1 and 3. 

 

 

5. REPORT on a VISIT to a ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH  
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Recommend Books 

 

Norman L. Geisler and Joshua Betancourt.  Is Rome the True Church? A Consideration of the Roman 

Catholic Claim. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008.   

 

Norman L. Geisler and Ralph E. MacKenzie. Roman Catholics and Evangelicals: Agreements and 

Differences. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1995.  

 

Recommended Catholic websites: 

The official Vatican English website: http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB): http://www.usccb.org 

Catholic Online: http://www.catholic.org 

 

Catholic Answers to explain and defend the faith: http://www.catholic.com 

 

 

For ISBN and price information, please see the listing at the Bookstore www.andrews.edu/bookstore.  

 

TIME EXPECTATIONS FOR THE COURSE 

US Credit-Hour Regulations 

For every semester credit, the Andrews University credit hour definition requires that: 

• Courses for professional masters’ degrees (e.g. MDiv) include 15 instructor contact hours and 30 

hours of independent learning activities. 

• Courses for academic masters’ (e.g. MA [Religion]) and all doctoral degrees include 15 instructor 

contact hours, and 45 hours of independent learning activities. 

The calculation of hours is based on the study skills of the average well-prepared graduate student. 

Students weak in these skills: 1) may require more time and should consider taking fewer classes each 

semester; and 2) can find skill development assistance through the Seminary Study and Research Skills 

Colloquia, the AU Writing Center, and AU Student Success office.  

In order to achieve the outcomes of this course, learning time will be distributed as follows: 

 

 Professional 

Masters’ Programs 
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Late Submission 

Course assignments submitted after the due date will receive 10% penalty for each week late.  

Assignments will not be accepted if submitted after 4 weeks late, unless an accommodation has been 

agreed to ahead of the due date.  

 

 

Incomplete (I) 

In the event that you cannot complete the course, please contact the professor and inform him that you 

are unable to complete your course and state your reasons.  For more details please read the bulletin 

information below. 
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He is involved in a number of scholarly societies, among them the American Academy of Religion, the American 

Society of Church History, the Adventist Society for Religious Studies (of which he is currently president), the 
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o Quotation marks placed around any exact phrases or sentences (3 or more words) taken 

from the text or speech of another individual.  

• 
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Andrews University takes the safety of its student seriously. Signs identifying emergency protocol are 

posted throughout buildings. Instructors will provide guidance and direction to students in the 

classroom in the event of an emergency affecting that specific location. It is important that you follow 

these instructions and stay with your instructor during any evacuation or sheltering emergency. 

 

 

 

 

Please Note: The instructor reserves the right to revise the syllabus, with the consensus of the class, at 

any time during the semester for the benefit of the learning process. The up-to-date Course 

Description for this course may be found at www.learninghub.andrews.edu . 
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APPENDIX 1: INTERPRETING LETTER GRADES 

Letter Grades and Percentages 

 

96-100%        A 

91-95.9%       A- 

87-90.9%        B+ 

83-86.9%       B    

80-82.9%       B- 

75-79.9%       C+ 

70-74.9%       C      

60-69.9%       C-     

50-59.9%       D 

 

 

THE B GRADE  

The B grade is a sign that you have competently fulfilled all of the requirements stipulated for an 

assessment or competency evaluation.  It is a very good grade and demonstrates a high level of the 

knowledge, insight, critical competence and professional presentation standards essential for an 

individual wishing to pursue a career as a professional leader in ministry. 

THE A GRADE  

An A grade is gi@O(j(OD3 E.RwYRjRR3E.YwjCDwCCCCCd@d@dcmdZ?tf“(d(3sE.@w(jNRNN3 E.RwYRjRR3gDRN3tE.RwYj“RRd(d?ft.@wNORDRN3dERwYk@DN3eE.Cwj@@k(3rE@wNj@(NY3 E.RwYRjRR3iE@wO(j(OD3nERwYk(wDOjjk3aE.@@wYkwdwD(RwYkCjO3jENNw@C3eE.Cwk@DN3aE.@wNORDRN3rE@wC((RY3rE@wNC(kDY3 EDwRYftN@RwO(Od@d?dt3nE?j@wNCuYND3eE.Cwj@@k(3sE.@(d?ft.@wNORDRN3dERwYkRwYRjRR3fE@(kDY3 EDwRYDRN3dERwYk@DN3eE.CwCRwYRjRR3vEkwNkROC3eE.Cw@@k(3rE@wNj@(NY3 E.RwYRj@k(3rE@wjjY@(3iE@wO(j(OD3lE@wO(j(OD3lENNwjRR3l(f“RR(D3eE.CNOkjD3nERwYkwYRjRR3aE.@wNORDRN3lE@wO(j(OD3lE@wO(j(OD3 EftN@RwCDjjk@j@@k(3qERwYk@DN3uERwYk@DN3iE@wO(j(ODN3rENNw@CNC3oE.YwRD@wNOjNkN3lE@wO(nERwYkORDRN3nERwYk@DN3iE@wO(j(OD3gERwjNE@wO(n a 
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APPENDIX 2: STUDY QUESTIONS AND EVALUATION RUBRICS FOR LEVERING AND 

VANHOOZER REPORT 

 
(This document is also found on the LearningHub to download and use for the assignment.) 

 

Instructions: Use this document to write your answers, save it with your last name at the beginning of 

the e-file, and then upload it on the Learning Hub. 

 

Each answer should be substantial (at least 250 words). 

 

Matthew Levering and Kevin J. Vanhoozer.  Was the Reformation a Mistake?  Why Catholic 

Doctrine Is Not Unbiblical.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2017.  

In this book, Roman Catholic theologian Matthew Levering addresses many of the key doctrines 

that have divided Catholics and Protestants since the Reformation 500 years ago. He seeks to 

help the readers see these doctrines from a Catholic perspective.  After his summary of Martin 

Luther’s perspective on the subject, he offers a Catholic biblical position on the same subject 

and thus claims that the Catholic position is biblical as well – if one allows for the variety of 

biblical modes of interpretation of Scripture.  The book concludes with Kevin Vanhoozer’s 

spirited “mere Protestant” response. 

 

1. Introduction.  Levering states that the Reformation was not a mistake.  What does he say to 

support such a perception? (29-31) 

 

2. Scripture.  Levering agrees that obedience to the word of God is imperative (44-46).  Yet, he 

wonders how we know what the New Testament teaches and concludes that God’s 

appointed church leaders should “determine authoritatively what Scripture means on a 

disputed point.” (51).  What are some of Vanhoozer’s arguments in response to Levering’s 

ideas (201-205)? 

 

3. Mary.  Levering uses typology to support the Catholic teaching on the significance of Mary 

in the plan of salvation (73).  What are Vanhoozer’s major counter arguments in response to 

the non-biblical foundations of Marian dogmas? (208-216) 

 

4. The Eucharist.  Levering summarizes well what Luther taught regarding the Eucharist in his 

treatise On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church.  One of Luther’s objections to the 

Catholic Mass is the teaching that it is also a rep
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5. Justification and Merit.  We would agree with Levering that those who are justified by faith 
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Q #2  Scripture Excellent presentation of relevant 

information that clearly answer 

the question. Thoughtful, in-depth 

analysis of the topic.  Reader gains 

important insight.  

 

 

 

Good information given; 

answer is only partly related 

to the question.   Some 

analysis of the topic. Reader 

gains some insight. 

 

 

 

 

Information is disconnected 
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APPENDIX 3: SERMON EVALUATION RUBRICS 

 

Elements A B C D F 

Communication 

and Language 

(10 points) 

Very interesting, 

inspiring, thought 

provoking, well 

articulated; no 

more than two 

spelling mistake 

and grammatical 

or style error per 

page.  

Is articulate, holds 

the reader’s 

attention – no 

more than three 

spelling, 

grammatical or 

style errors per 

page 

Generally well-

written, but 

sometimes lacks 

relevance to the 

topic. Has many 

spelling, 

grammatical, 

style errors 

Not well-focused 

on the subject, is 

full of 

grammatical, 

spelling and style 

errors 

Poorly written, 

lacks relevance 

and 

thoughtfulness. 

Has multiple 

mistakes in 

grammar, 

spelling and 

style 

Introduction 

(15 points) 

Presents the topic 

and purpose 

(thesis) of the 

sermon very 

clearly and 

succinctly. 

Creative, unique 

insights making 

reading inviting. 

Presents the topic 

and purpose 

(thesis) of the 

sermon clearly, 

succinctly.  

Insightful. 

Topic and 

purpose (thesis) 

of the sermon 

lack some clarity.  

It tends to be 

overly wordy.  

Lack of direction 

is obvious. 

Topic and 

purpose (thesis) 

of the sermon 

have limited 

clarity.  It is not 

easily apparent 

what this sermon 

is about.  

Topic of the 

sermon is not 

clearly 

described nor 

is the purpose 

(thesis) 

expressed. 

Development 

of ideas 

(30 points) 

 

Demonstrates 

attention to 

sermon outline; 

independent 

insight; 

comprehensive 

reading and 

research of the 

topic obvious. 

Ideas flow 

logically with 

excellent 

transitions  

Demonstrates 

extensive reading 

and research of 

topic.  Ideas flow 

logically, with 

good transitions, 

follows sermon 

outline in Ten 

Basic Steps 

Demonstrates 

limited reading 

and research. 

Not all ideas flow 

logically, 

transitions weak 

and not clear 

evidence of 

sermon outline 

Demonstrates 

limited reading 

and research.  

Most ideas do 

not flow logically, 

transitions from 

one point to the 

next are weak.  

There’s no clear 

evidence of 

sermon outline 

References to 

reading and 

research poor 

and most ideas 

irrelevant to 

topic.  No clear 

sermon 

outline. Lots of 

rambling 

The “Big Idea” 

(10 points) 

Presents one 

exegetically 

sound, clear and 

Presents one 

exegetically 

The “Big Idea” 

presented is not 

The “Big Idea” is 

is not 

Never presents 

a “Big Idea”  
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applicable “Big 

Idea”  

sound and clear 

“Big Idea”  

clear and/or 

applicable 

exegetically 

sound 

Use of 

Illustrations 
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APPENDIX 4: CHURCH VISIT REPORT EVALUATION RUBRICS 

 

                 Criteria 

Category 

Excellent (5)  (4) Good (3)  (2) Below Standard (1)
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APPENDIX 5: PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES 

MASTERS PROGRAMS 

 

1. Master of Divinity (MDiv) 

 

1)  (Character) Models spiritual humility, maturity and integrity grounded in a living experience 


