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NTST 567 

Theology of the New Testament 
Spring 2020 

Ranko Stefanovic, PhD 

 

        SYNOPSIS OF THE COURSE 

CLASS & CONTACT INFORMATION 

Class location:  NAD Headquarters, Columbia, Maryland 

Class meeting times: March 1-5, 2020  

Sunday: 5-7 pm  

Monday – Thursday: 8:30 am-12:30 pm, 2:00-5:00 pm 

Course Website:  learninghub.andrews.edu 

Instructor Telephone: W – (269) 471-3245 

Instructor Email: ranko@andrews.edu 

Office location:  Seminary Building -  

Office hours:  By Appointment 

BULLETIN DESCRIPTION OF COURSE  

Study of selected NT topics. The subject cannot be repeated with the other 500-level course 
number. Does not presuppose Greek proficiency nor count toward MDiv core requirements 
or emphases, nor the MA major or minor in New Testament.  

PROGRAM & COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Your degree program seeks to help you achieve the Program Learning Outcomes basic to your chosen 

profession. Your Program Learning Outcome primarily addressed in this course is to demonstrate proper 

biblical interpretation skills. 

(The full set of program learning outcomes for your degree program is listed in Appendix 2.) 
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The following Course Learning Outcomes contribute to the overall Program Learning Outcomes by 

identifying the key learnings to be achieved by diligent work in this course:  

 

1. Describe the content, literary design, and theology of the book of Revelation. 

2. Explain the primary meaning of the text in its literary context.  

3. Employ hermeneutical tools for study and meaningful interpretation of Revelation’s 

prophecies from the SDA perspective.   

4. Use the class material for preaching and teaching. 

5. Develop an ability for original thinking and critical judgment. 

COURSE OVERVIEW  

COURSE MATERIALS 

Required Course Materials 

• The Bible in English (any translation except paraphrases). The instructor will use the New 

American Standard Bible. The book of Revelation to be read in one reading; the reading to 

report on a 3x5 card on the first day of the class. 

• Ranko Stefanovic, Revelation of Jesus Christ, 2nd ed. (Berrien Springs: Andrews University 

Press, 2009). the entire book is to be read and reported as specified in the course schedule.  

• Paulien, Jon. The Deep Things of God (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Heralds, 1989).) – to 

read the whole book; the reading must be reported according to the instruction given below 

on the day specified in the class schedule. 

The assigned read sections are to be reported on a 3x5 card on the days specified in the class schedule; 

the report must include a statement that the section was read in the following way: “As a pastor of the 

SDA Church, I honestly state that I have read pages from ___ to ____ from  . . . . .” The statement must 

be verified by the student’s signature. 

Recommended Course Materials 

• Doukhan, Jacques B. Secrets of Revelation. Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald, 2002.  

• Holbrook, Frank B., ed. Symposium on Revelation-Book 1 and Book 2. Daniel and Revelation 

Committee Series 6-7. Washington, D.C.: Biblical Research Institute, 1992. 

• LaRondelle, Hans K. How to Understand the End-Time Pr9N7MWuA5)”97””7WPA7
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PRE-INTENSIVE COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

• To read the book of Revelation from the Bible in one reading; to submit the reading to report on 

a 3x5 card on the first day of the class. 

• To watch 15 hours of recorded lectures recorded by the instructor. The lectures will be provided 

by the InMinistry office. The following video are to be watched: 

 Video lecture 1 – Introduction to Revelation 

 Video lecture 3 – The Purpose 

Video lecture 5 – The Prologue 

Video lecture 6 – The Lampstand 

Video lecture 7 – The Churches 

Video lecture 8 – The Message 

Video lecture 13 – The Seals part 1 

Video lecture 14 – The Seals part 2 

Video lecture 17 – The Silence in Heaven 

Video lecture 18 – The Trumpets 

Video lecture 23 – The Final Message 

Video lecture 24 – The Last Plagues part 1 

Video lecture 25 – The Last Plagues part 2 

Video lecture 26 – The Battle of Armageddon 

Video lecture 29 – The New Heaven and Earth 

 

• To make video summaries: ½ page per a video single spaced (total 7 ½ pages), an essay format. 

It must be submitted before or on the first day of the class 

REQUIREMENTS DURING THE INTENSIVE 

• To regularly attend the class lectures and  

• To take the final exam at the end of the course according to the class schedule. 

POST-INTENSIVE COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

• To read the whole book by Ranko Stefanovic, Revelation of Jesus Christ  

• To prepare a critical book review of this commentary according to the instruction provided in 

Appendix 4. 

• To read the book by Jon Paulien, The Deep Things of God 

The post-intensive requirements must be completed and the reports submitted by May 1, 2020. 
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MORE ABOUT THE COURSE  

TIME EXPECTATIONS FOR THE COURSE 

US Credit-Hour Regulations 

For every semester credit, the Andrews University credit hour definition requires that: 





7 

 

ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR 

Ranko Stefanovic, Professor of New Testament 

• MA Adventist International Institute of Advanced Studies (1990) 

• PhD Andrews University (1995) 

Membership in Scholarly Societies: 

• Society of Biblical Literature since 1994 

• Chicago Society of Biblical Research since 2001. 

• Adventist Society for Religious Studies since 1996 

• Adventist Theological Society since 2010 

Awards: 

• J. N. Andrews Medallion – awarded by Andrews University, 2013. 

• “Teacher of the Year Award” awarded by Andrews University Student Association, 2003. 

• “The Daniel A. Augsburger Excellence in Teaching Award” awarded by the College of Arts and 
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OTHER COURSE-RELATED POLICIES 



9 

 

Use of Electronics  

No recording or streaming is permitted in seminary courses.  

Courtesy, respect, and professionalism dictate that laptops and cell phones are to be used only for class-

related activities during class time.  

Communications and Updates  

Email is the official form of communication at Andrews University.  Students are responsible for 

checking their Andrews University e-mail, Moodle, and iVue alerts regularly. 

LearningHub Access 

Andrews University Learning Hub hosts this course online. Your Learning Hub username and 

password are the same as your Andrews username and password. Use the following contact 

information if you need technical assistance at any time during the course, or to report a 

problem with LearningHub. 

 

Username and password assistance helpdesk@andrews.edu (269) 471-6016 

Technical assistance with Learning Hub dlit@andrews.edu (269) 471-3960 

Technical assistance with your Andrews 

account 
http://andrews.edu/hdchat/chat.php    

Emergency Protocol 

Andrews University takes the safety of its student seriously. Signs identifying emergency protocol are 

posted throughout buildings. Instructors will provide guidance and direction to students in the 

classroom in the event of an emergency affecting that specific location. It is important that you follow 

these instructions and stay with your instructor during any evacuation or sheltering emergency. 
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APPENDIX 1: INTERPRETING LETTER GRADES 

Letter Grades and Percentages: 

 95-100%     A 

 90-94%       A- 

 85-89%        B+ 

80-84%       B    

75-79%       B- 

70-74%       C+ 

65-69%       C      

60-64%       C-     

55-59%       D 

 

THE A GRADE  

An A grade is given only when a student not only fulfills the criteria for a B grade, but in doing so 

demonstrates an advanced academic aptitude for content knowledge, critique, synthesis and 

independent insight, while exhibiting highly developed communication skills and professional 

publication standards that would allow them to pursue a highly competitive academic career. 

THE B GRADE  

The B grade is a sign that you have competently fulfilled all of the requirements stipulated for an 

assessment or competency evaluation.  It is a very good grade and demonstrates a high level of the 

knowledge, insight, critical competence and professional presentation standards essential for an 

individual wishing to pursue a career as a professional leader in ministry. 

THE C GRADE 

The C grade differs only from a B grade in that the traits outlined in the B grade above are not 

consistently applied.  However, with diligence and by applying feedback from your lecturer, the 

academic process can provide opportunity for a stud
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APPENDIX 2: PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES 

MASTERS PROGRAMS 

 

1. MA in Pastoral Ministry (MAPM) 

 

1) Deliver effective biblically-based sermons 

2) 
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APPENDIX 4: GUIDILINESS FOR THE BOOK REVIEW 

The student will read the assigned sections of the book carefully and underline the most important 

statements for review and future reference. After reading the assigned pages of the book, write at least 

a 12 full page review. The review must use one-inch margins, double spaced, and typewritten in 11 or 12 

pt. Times New Roman fonts. The book report must include: 


