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SYNOPSIS OF THE COURSE 

CLASS & CONTACT INFORMATION 

Class location:  Oklahoma Conference, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Class meeting times:
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PROGRAM & COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Your degree program seeks to help you achieve the Program Learning Outcomes basic to your chosen 

profession. Your Program Learning Outcome primarily addressed in this course is:  

2. Demonstrate proper biblical interpretation skills 

 (The full set of program learning outcomes for your degree program is listed in Appendix 3.) 

 

The following Course Learning Outcomes contribute to the overall Program Learning Outcomes by 

identifying the key learnings to be achieved by diligent work in this course:  

 

(1) Analyze the entire book of Galatians in English through a verse-by-verse exegetical study  

(2) Compare different versions and commentaries to exegete Paul’s letters in English  

(3) Explain the doctrines of justification and sanctification in Galatians from an Adventist 

perspective. 

(4) Describe key theological concepts of Paul relating to salvation.  

 

COURSE OVERVIEW  

COURSE MATERIALS 

Required Course Materials 

Richard N. Longenecker, 
���������(Word Biblical Commentary 41; Dallas, TX, 1990).  

ISBN 0-8499-0240-1. ($31.00 on amazon.com) (444 pages). 

For ISBN and price information, please see the listing at the Bookstore www.andrews.edu/bookstore.  

 

PRE-INTENSIVE COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

1. Students are expected to thoroughly familiarize themselves with the entire Epistle and 

Richard Longenecker’s commentary before coming to the intensive. 

2. Pre-course Videos 

Students are required to view the three videos on LearningHub before the class begins: 

“Pauline Scholarship,” “Sketch of Paul’s Life” and “Paul’s Letter Writing.”  This should take a 

total of about 9 hours.  Students need to submit a statement that they have watched the 3 

videos prior to the beginning of class. 
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3. Two Exegetical Journals (LO 2).  Please see Appendix 5 for a sample journal.  The journals 

may be written on any of the passages in Galatians except for the one on which you plan to 

write your final exegesis paper.  The journal must have three sections: (1) Personal reflection; 

(2) dialogue with Longenecker; and (3) revised reflection.  In the����	������	���������� section, 

write down what you see in the text and what comes to your mind as you reflect on it.  

Compare at least five different versions (include KJV).  Do not be afraid of making mistakes. 

Simply write down your observations and thoughts as
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REQUIREMENTS DURING THE INTENSIVE 

Examinations:  

Four exams will be given during the intensive, one each morning, Tuesday through Thursday 

from 8-9 a.m., over the lectures of the previous day, and one on Thursday at 7 p.m. and cover 

the material given up to Thursday afternoon.  Each exam will consist of two questions from 

which you will be allowed to choose one.  Each exam will be worth fifty points. You will be 

expected to show evidence of having read and thought about the corresponding portions of 

Galatians beyond what was taught in the lectures.  It is 	����	�
 that students read through the 

������� portions of the assigned commentary before arriving on site to start the class.   

Expectations.  You may use an unmarked Bible for the exam. (1) Be able to exegete the 

problem phrases and words in all the verses covered in class; (2) succinctly summarize the 

points covered in class; (3) bring in materials from Longenecker that were not covered in class to 

supplement your essays; (4) thoughtfully reflect on the key ideas.    

 

POST-INTENSIVE COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

(1) Paper (CLO 2-3).  Students need to submit an exegesis paper on Gal 4:17-19 or 5:6-8.  The 

paper must be typed, double-spaced, and 13 pages long (no more).  Please submit the paper 

on Learning Hub by April 3, 2020 AND also send a hard copy to the instructor’s office post 

marked by the same date.  

 

(2) Expectations.    

You are expected to write the paper using the exegetical tools learned in class.  You are 

encouraged to write your paper using the techniques you practiced in your pre-session 

journals. Except, in this final paper, include only the materials from the final (i.e. the revised) 

section of your personal journals, (if you plan to use journals as ‘worksheets’ for your 

papers).  Your exegesis paper should reflect the information presented in class. It is not 

always necessary to agree with the instructor, but the paper must demonstrate the learning 

that has taken place in class. The arguments in the paper should be supported by exegesis of 

the text. Discuss the selected passage in a verse-b
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Course topics and assignments have been selected to contribute to learning and evaluating these Course 

Learning Outcomes (CLOs) as follows (Each lecture requires approximately 2 class periods): 

 

Date Topic Assignment Due CLOs Addressed 

Feb. 2 Syllabus and Introduction to Galatians Video Report  

Reading Report 

Exegetical Journals 

1, 4 

Feb. 3 Paul’s Proclamation  

(Gal 1:1-14) 

Exam 1 1, 4 

Feb. 3 Paul’s Conversion and Trip to Jerusalem  

(Gal 1:15-24) 

 1, 4 

Feb. 3 Paul’s Second Trip to Jerusalem  

(Gal. 2:1-10) 

 1, 4 

Feb. 3 Antioch Incident (Gal. 2:11-15)  1, 4 

Feb. 4 Synopsis of Paul’s Argument  

(Gal. 2:16-21) 

Exam 2 1, 4 

Feb. 4 Promise to Abraham (Gal. 3:1-9)  1, 4 

Feb. 4 Law of Moses (Gal. 3:10-14)  1, 4 

Feb. 4 Purpose of the Law (Gal. 3:15-29)  1, 4 

Feb. 5 Not a Slave but a Child of God  

(Gal. 4:1-20) 

Exam 3 1, 4 

Feb. 5 Sarah and Hagar  1, 4 

Feb. 5 Circumcision, the Ceremonial Laws, and 

Christ (Gal. 5:1-21) 

 1, 4 

Feb. 5 Flesh and Spirit (Gal. 5:13-21)  1, 4 

Feb. 6 Holiness and Community (Gal. 6:1-10) Exam 4 1, 4 

Feb. 6 New Creation and New Israel  1, 4 

Feb. 6 Conclusion  1, 4 

April 17  Exegesis Paper 2, 3 
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GUIDELINES FOR COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
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president of the Adventist Society for Religious Studies, and currently serves as Executive Secretary of 

the Chicago Society of Biblical Research and Chair Designate of Regional Coordinators for the Society of 

Biblical Literature.  He contributed the notes for Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, and Philippians 

in the Andrews Study Bible.  He is currently writing the commentary on Galatians for the Seventh-day 

Adventist International Bible Commentary series. He is married to Louise and has two grown children. 
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Use of Electronics  

No recording or streaming is permitted in seminary courses.  

Courtesy, respect, and professionalism dictate that laptops and cell phones are to be used only for class-

related activities during class time.  

Communications and Updates  �
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APPENDIX 1: ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC(S) 
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first section, 

using fresh 

facts and 

concepts from 

the first two 

sections.  

of the first 

section with 

some 

sentences 

from the 

section 

inserted here 

and there.  

But the 

revisions do 

show that 

some 

reflection has 

taken place. 

going revisions 

of the first 

section here 
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Assessment Rubric for the Exams 

 A Range B Range C Range D Range F Range Total  

Accuracy with 

which the 

lectures are 

reproduced 

All the main 

points of the 

lectures are 

covered and 

explanations 

are accurate 

with the 

scriptural 

examples 

used in 

class. 

Most of the 

points 

presented in 

the lectures 

are covered 

and some 

concrete 

examples 

used in class 

appear  

About 

2/3rds of 

the points 

presented in 

the lectures 

are covered. 

Some 

inaccuracy 

in the 

examples 

provided.  

Less than ½ 

of the points 

covered in 

lectures are 

covered. 

Has many 

errors.  

The essay 

consists of 

mostly 

irrelevant 

information 

and is of 

poor quality.   

70% 

Interactions 

with 

Longenecker’s 

Commentary 

Refers to 

the 

commentary 

in a 

meaningful 

way 

throughout 

the essay.  

Makes at 

least 3 

meaningful 

references.  

Refers to the 

commentary.

Makes less 

than 3 

references. 

Makes only 

one 

reference to 

the 

commentary 

Makes no 

references 

to the 

commentary 

Makes false 

references 

to the 

commentary

.  

20% 

Personal 
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 Descriptions A B C D F Grade 
A

n
a

ly
si

s 
o

f 
T

e
x
t 

Analysis of Text 

(Comparisons of 

versions and 

commentaries) 

Exceeds the basic 

standards  

(18-20) 

Meets basic standards: knows how to 

identify difficulties in the translation of the 

text; no more than 3 errors in each type of 

analysis used.  

(16-17) 

Does not meet the 

basic standards in 

some areas 

(13-15) 

Does not meet the 

basic standards in 

many areas 

(11-12) 

Does not meet 

the basic 

standards at all.  

(0-10) 

20 

 

Score:___ 

Analysis of Literary 

Structure and Context 

(pericope, narrative, 

rhetorical, structural, 

intertextual, etc.)  

Exceeds the basic 

standards  

(18-20) 

Meets basic standards: the suggested 

structures correspond to the intent of the 

text; no more than 3 errors in each type of 

analysis used.  

(16-17) 

Does not meet the 

basic standards in 

some areas  

(13-15) 

Does not meet the 

basic standards in 

many areas  

(11-12) 

Does not meet 

the basic 

standards at all.  

(0-10) 

20 

 

Score:___ 

Analysis of Backgrounds 

(history, primary 

literature: Greco-

Roman, Jewish, and 

Patristic, etc.)  

Exceeds the basic 

standards  

(18-20) 

Meets basic standards: Knows how to apply 

the information in primary and secondary 

historical sources to the text; no more than 

3 errors in each type of analysis used.  

(16-17) 

Does not meet the 

basic standards in 

some areas 

 (13-15) 

Does not meet the 

basic standards in 

many areas 

(11-12) 

Does not meet 

the basic 

standards at all.  

(0-10) 

20 

 

Score:___ 

E
x
p

e
rt

is
e

 i
n

 F
ie

ld
 

Interaction with 

secondary literature 

(journals, books, 

dissertations, Internet, 

etc.) 

Exceeds the basic 

standards  

(9-10) 

Meets basic standards: cites at least 5 

source in discussion; engages in 

argumentation with authors at least 3 times, 

examining the evidence presented in the 

literature.  

(8) 

Does not meet the 

basic standards in 

some areas 

 (7) 

Does not meet the 

basic standards in 

many areas 

(6) 

Does not meet 

the basic 

standards at all.  

(0-5) 

10 

 

 

Score:___ 

C
o

h
e

re
n

ce
 o

f 
th

e
 P

a
p

e
r 

Construction of 

Argument 

(identification of 

exegetical problems, 
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Assessment Rubric for Exegesis Paper  

R
e

le
v

a
n

ce
 

Implications (personal, 

relating to church, 

further research, 

sermons, etc.) 

Exceeds the basic 

standards  

(5) 

Meets basic standards:  Inferences are 

drawn from the study; the ideas are 

coherent 

(4) 

Does not meet the 

basic standards in 

some areas 

(3) 

Does not meet the 

basic standards in 

many areas  

(2) 

Does not meet 

the basic 

standards at all. 

(0-1) 

 5 

 

Score:___ 

O
v

e
ra

ll
 

Q
u

a
li

ty
 Creativity, originality, 

sincerity, and quality of 

reflection 

Very Satisfactory 

(9-10) 

Satisfactory 

(8) 

Somewhat 

Satisfactory 

(7) 

Barely Satisfactory 

(6) 

Not Satisfactory 

(0-5) 

10 

Score: ___ 
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APPENDIX 2: INTERPRETING LETTER GRADES 
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APPENDIX 3: PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES 

MASTERS PROGRAMS 

 

1. 
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APPENDIX  4: BIBLIOGRAPHY OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS & RESOURCES 
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Commentaries and Studies on Galatians 

Burton, Ernest de Witt. 
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APPENDIX 5: SAMPLE EXEGETICAL JOURNAL 

ESV Galatians 5:1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit 

again to a yoke of slavery. 

Personal Reflection: 

“For freedom Christ has set us free,” according to ESV.  But the KJV and NKJV have it as 

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty.” Whereas the KJV and NKJV have the term “liberty” only 

once, the ESV, NIV, and the NRSV mention it twice, once as “freedom” and once as part of the 

phrase “set free.” This means that the key concept of this passage is “freedom.”  The noun 

�	��
�% is known in the Greek world as a political concept. Freedom is considered found when 

someone is to be at “one’s own disposal”.1 This is shown in parallel to slavery. This word is also 

essential to a state of being.2 There is also the philosophical sentiment in the time of Hellenism 

that referred to freedom as freedom from man, and subject only to God. Sometimes in this vein 

of thought, the focus is shifted to a radical approach of freedom, which focused on the freedom 

from human nature or one’s own nature, a search for peace within the soul.3 

In the NT realization, freedom is not merely control over peripheral life through control 

over one’s own conscious or soul. Therefore, if an individual truly wants to come to grips with 

themselves they must surrender their will to something outside of themselves. For example, 

one could be free from the slavery of sin or the law (the Mosaic Law),4 as opposed to physical 

slavery.   

In Galatians 5:1, freedom refers primarily to the law, freedom from the obligation to 

observe the Mosaic Law.  First, Galatians 5:1 seems to wrap up the discussion in chapter 4. In 

Galatians 4:21 Paul asks if they desire to be subje
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The phrase “Christ has set (made) us free” is in the past tense, which means it is 

referring to a past time with implications to the time of speaking. In other words, it has 

implications for people today. Perhaps this means that we are all on the edge of reverting back 

to slavery, therefore we need to keep our focus on what Christ did for us if we do not want to 

revert back to slavery. It is ever a temptation for humans to jump back into the tangible.  So, 

the tangible laws often seem to be the easiest thing to do. As Adventists, I think that we get so 

caught up in the law of the church or in fighting against the law of the country, that we lose 

focus on Christ and fall back into the slavery of legalism and the tangible. The past tense (aorist) 

also places the focus on the end of the act.5 Thus the verse stresses not only that “they” have 

been freed, but that the freedom has been achieved. The act of freeing was done by Christ, and 

we are lucky recipients of this gift. 

“Stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (ESV). The KJV and 

NKJV have “be not entangled again” and the NIV “do not be … burdened again.”   I find this 

difference between “submit” and “entangle” interesting.  But my question is why does it say 

�����? It seems to imply that Galatians have submitted in the past to a yoke of slavery. The 

previous reference to freedom is on the law (perhaps not Mosaic) and on the will of mankind 

(their world), therefore it is logical to deduce that this freedom is from the slavery that is 

possibly being relapsed into. Yet I find this challenging because the Galatians, being Gentiles, 

were not under the Law of Moses before.  Could Paul be placing the Law of Moses on the same 

level as the slavery under pagan religion?  “Yoke” can either be a frame that is created to 

control animals or in this case have a “more general” meaning.6 This could mean that 

submitting again would be to come under a “yoke” of slavery of one kind or another.  In other 

words, Paul is referring to the universal human penchant for slavery.  Without Christ, we are 

slaves of sin whether we are under the Mosaic Law or not.  

There are two commands in this verse: “stand firm” and “do not submit.”  The context 

makes clear that these commands are to be an ongoing process:7 Continue to stand strong and 

never submit. They have been doing well thus far. It’s a matter of continuing the process of 

success to avoid picking up the yoke of slavery that they once had that was taken away by Jesus 

Christ, who alone G3PBDPGwoW1A3qD@APwcWN3@PDYvwuW1G3qNAGAwsW@3BA3@PDF 
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humans, as something that gave them status.  But as Longenecker points out, Christian freedom 

has to do more with God than with others.9  For example, legalistic observance of the law may 

commend us to others but not before God. We are not truly free until we are free before God.  

 

 

                                                           
9Longenecker, 225.   


