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COURSE MATERIALS 

Required Course Materials 
 

1. Burt, Merlin D., “Development of Seventh-day Adventist Theology Outline Textbook.” This 

Outline Textbook should be carefully studied. (209 pages)  

 

2. Burt, Merlin D., comp, “Source Materials for CHIS674: The Development of Seventh-day 

Adventist Theology,” 2006. (795 pages) Can be acquired in electronic form. This is only for 

reference. You are not required to read this material.  

 

3. 
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POST-INTENSIVE COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 
D.D.D.D. READING: Primary Source Reading/Review                        20 points    

Review each source in “Source Materials for CHIS674: The Development of Seventh-day Adventist 

Theology,” 2006. (See page 11.)  For the purposes of this class, “review” is defined as examining the 

material conceptually and not necessarily reading the material in detail. Assessment will be 

determined by report and by examination.  Up to three points per examination will be from the primary 

source materials. Review report stating that the sources have been examined will be due by the time of 

the final examination. Your work must be submitted through LearningHub. NO emailed 

assignments will be accepted.  DUE Thursday, April 30, 2020 by 5 pm Eastern. 

� Learning Outcome #3-G 
� Engages in Biblical and theological reflection as the basis for ministry. 

� Description 
� Demonstrates clear argumentation of specific aspects of SDA historical-
theological development  

� Evidence 
� Electronic and/or paper Project    

    
E.E.E.E. PROJECT: Primary Source Research and Report    125 points      

The student will select three primary sources from the following source materials contained in the 
class Source Materials and compile a list identifying the three selected primary sources. Your 
work must be submitted through LearningHub. NO emailed assignments will be 
accepted.  A 3-to-5-page report of each of the three sources for a total of 9 to 15 pages (typed and 
double spaced) should include an overview of the content, implications for Seventh-day Adventist 
theology including connections to later theological development, and a Biblical critique. A minimum 
“C” grade for the paper/research is required to pas



6 

 

PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENTS 

Select three (3) primary source documents and write a 3 to 5-page report including an overview of the content, 
implications for Seventh-day Adventist theology including connections to later theological development, and a 
Biblical critique.   

 
1. William Miller’s Apology and Defense, 1845. 
2. Miller, William, Letter to Joshua V. Himes, on the Cleansing of the Sanctuary, 1842. 
3. Fitch, Charles, Come Out of Her My People, 1843. 
4. Hale, Apollos and Turner, Joseph, “Has not the Savior Come as Our Bridegroom?” The Advent Mirror, 

Jan. 1845.  
5. Crosier, O. R. L., Day-Dawn, March 26, 1845. 
6. Crosier, O. R. L., Day-Star, Feb. 7, 1846.  
7. “Hiram Edson Manuscript Fragment.” 
8. Preble, T. M., A Tract Showing that the Seventh Day Should Be Observed as the Sabbath, 1845. 
9. Bates, Joseph, The Seventh Day Sabbath, a Perpetual Sign, 1846.   
10. Bates, Joseph, The Seventh Day Sabbath, a Perpetual Sign, 1847. 
11. Bates, Joseph and White, Ellen G., A Vision, April 7, 1847 
12. White, James, “The Third Angel’s Message,” Present Truth, April 1850.   
13. White, Ellen G., MS #24, 1888, “Looking Back on Minneapolis.”   
14. The Bible Conference of 1919 Bible Conference Minutes, Spectrum, vol. 10, no. 1. 
15. Andreasen, M. L., “The Last Generation,” from The Sanctuary Service, 1947. 
16. Unruh, T. H. “The Seventh-day Adventist Evangelical Conferences from 1955-1956,” in Adventist 

Heritage, Winter 1977. 
17. Andreasen, M. L., “Letters to the Churches,” Letter #1” 
18. Other sources directly related to the topics covered in the class may be chosen with the Professor’s 

approval 

 
 

Course topics and assignments have been selected to contribute to learning and evaluating these Course 

Learning Outcomes (CLOs) as follows: 

 

Topic 
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A. Millerite Background of Adventist Theology –up to 1844  

a. Historical and theological roots of Millerism 

b. William and his call to service 

c. Millerite Distinctives 

d. Millerite Conditionalism and Sabbatarianism 

 

Outlines 1-4 

B. 
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Topic 

C. Developing Movement and Organization- 1850 to 1888   

a. Time to Begin the Sabbath  

b. The Three Angels’ Message in Adventist History 

c. The Role of Spiritual Gifts and the Great Controversy theme  

d. Church Organization and Tithing  

 

Outlines 12-15 

D. 
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Average reading speed:   15-20 pages/hour for light reading not to be tested on  

 10-15 pages/hour for heavy reading for exams 

Writing time: 2.5 – 3 hours/double spaced page, from start to finished product 

Reflective Writing Assignment:       0.5 hour per page 

An Online Assignment Load Calculator is available at: www.cte.rice.edu/workload/ 
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Merlin D. Burt is director of the integrated Center for Adventist Research at 

Andrews University. He is also director of the White Estate Branch Office 

and professor of Church History at the Seventh-day Adventist Theological 

Seminary. He has been with the Ellen G. White Estate since 1993.  
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APPENDIX 1: INTERPRETING LETTER GRADES 
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 95-100%     A 

 90-94%       A- 
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APPENDIX 2: PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES 

MASTERS PROGRAMS 

 

1. MA in �#$�)#��"&�&$�)��."��"/�

�

1) Deliver effective biblically-based sermons 

2) Demonstrate proper biblical interpretation skills 

3) Understand the historical-theological development of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 

4) Exhibit capability for training church members for evangelism 

5) Demonstrate an understanding of how to empower church members for leadership 

6) Exhibit capability for reaching specific social groups 
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1)  (Character) Models spiritual humility, maturity and integrity grounded in a living experience 

with God in joyful assurance of His salvation, nurtured by the sanctifying presence and power of 

the Holy Spirit.  

2) (Scholarship) Manifests the practices of a Biblical scholar-theologian engaging the Bible, 

Christian/Adventist heritage and professional resources with theological maturity for personal 

growth and for facilitating the theological competence of others. 

3) (Discipleship & Evangelism) Demonstrates personal commitment, passion and essential skills for 

discipleship and evangelism, while equipping members to carry out ministry within the scope of 

the local and global mission of the Seventh-day Adventist church.  

4) (Leadership) Exercises creative and visionary leadership as a minister and servant of Christ, 

discerning the needs, spiritual gifts and potential of others, in order to equip and engage in their 

God-given ministries.  

5) (Worship) Facilitates enriching corporate worship that brings diverse peoples into the 

transforming presence of God.  

6) (Administration/Management) Engages the abilities of self and others to strategically steward 

personal and corporate resources including time, health, finances, property and service in areas 

of spiritual giftedness.  

7) (Relationships) Models effective relationships with people of diverse cultures, backgrounds, 

character, and persuasions, reflecting the wisdom, compassion, and discernment of Jesus 

through the work of the Spirit. 

 

 

 


