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The following Course Learning Outcomes contribute to the overall Program Learning Outcomes by 

identifying the key learnings to be achieved by diligent work in this course:  

 

1. Discuss key exegetical and theological concepts and themes of Colossians and Philemon. 

2. Apply the messages of Colossians and Philemon to the church today. 

3. Write an exegesis paper on a passage in Colossians or Philemon. 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW  

Course topics and assignments have been selected to contribute to learning and evaluating these Course 
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one or more sermons you would like to preach. In the paper you explain the meaning of the 

passage, answering the research question. 

a.  Colossians 1:15 – The Image of the Invisible God and the Firstborn of All Creation 

Research question – What does it mean that Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God and 

the firstborn of all creation? 

b. Colossians 2:14 – The Handwriting of Requirements against Us 

Research question – What is the handwriting of requirements (NKJV) and what does it mean 

that it was nailed to the cross? 

c. Colossians 2:16 – The Sabbath in Colossians 2:16 

Research question – Does Paul do away with Sabbath observance in Colossians 2:16? 

d. Philemon – Paul and Slavery 

Research question – What is Paul’s teaching on the subject of slavery as seen in Philemon? 

2. Details for writing the exegesis paper: 

a. The paper is to be written using Andrews University Seminary style format (Turabian) with 

footnotes and bibliography. 

b. The bibliography is to have a minimum of 10 works with no source published earlier than 

1950. 

c. The paper’s length is to be 10-12 pages (excluding bibliography), no longer. 

d. The paper has 4 sections with the following subheadings: 

1) Statement of Problem – in a page or so, describe the problem concerning your passage. 

You can refer to a story that illustrates the problem, or dispute among scholars 

concerning the meaning of the text. Include in this section the research question to be 

answered. 

2) Thesis – In one paragraph state what your thesis is. This is your answer to the research 

question that your research has led you to. This thesis is what you will prove in the next 

section. 

3) Explanation – This is the body of your paper. In it you explain the text using background 

information, explanatory information from commentaries and articles, grammar and 

outline data that all serve to support the thesis of your paper. 

4) Conclusion – Here you summarize your findings and apply them to the church today. 

Your conclusion should summarize briefly the salient points of your explanation data that 

answer the research question and support the thesis you presented at the beginning of the 

paper. 

e. This paper is due on Monday, October 21. Turn it in on Learning Hub using the 

assignment turn in location for the paper. 

ATTENDANCE  

Regular attendance is required at all classes and other academic appointments. When the total number of 

absences exceeds 10% of the total course appointments, the teacher may assign a failing grade. Merely 

being absent from campus does not exempt the student from this policy. Absences recorded because of 

late registration, suspension, and early/late vacation leaves are not excused. The class work missed may 

be made up only if the teacher allows. Three tardies are equal to one absence. 

Class Absences 

“Whenever the number of absences exceeds 20% (10% for graduate classes) of the total course 

appointments, the teacher may give a failing grade. Merely being absent from campus does not 

exempt the student from this policy. Absences recorded because of late registration, suspension, 

and early/late vacation leaves are not excused. The class work missed may be made up only if 

the teacher allows. Three tardies are equal to one absence. 
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COURSE MATERIALS 

Required Course Materials 
 

1. An English Bible of word for word style of translation – ESV, NASB, RSV are good examples. 
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 Professional Masters’ Programs 

3 Credits 

Instructor 

Contact 

Hours 

Face to Face Instructional Time  28 hours 

Other Instructor-Directed Activities 17 hours 

Independent 
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ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR 

 

Thomas R. Shepherd
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Joel E. Lisboa and Thomas R. Shepherd, “Comparative Narrative Analysis as a Tool in 

Determining the Lectio Difficilior in Mark 1:40-45: A Narrative Analysis of Codices Bezae, 

Vaticanus, and Washingtonianus,” Neotestamentica 49.1 (2015): 75-89. 

 

“‘We Thank God for You’ How Thanksgiving Transforms Our Walk: A Study in the Theology of 

Colossians,” Journal of the Adventist Theological Society 25/2 (2014): 29-42. 

 

“The Scholar and the Word of God: Reflections on 2 Peter 1:16-21,” in Journal of the Adventist 
Theological Society 24/2 (2013): 3-17. 

“Narrative Analysis as a Text Critical Tool: Mark 16 in Codex W as a Test Case,” Journal for the 
Study of the New Testament 32.1 (2009): 77-98. 

“The Narrative Function of Markan Intercalation,” New Testament Studies 41 (1995): 522-540. 

Chapters Contributed to Book/Volume (refereed)  

“Welcoming Sinners: Redeeming the Past and Future in the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 

15:11-32)” in Biblical Parables: Essays in Honor of Robert M. Johnston, eds. Thomas R. 

Shepherd and Ranko Stefanovic (Berrien Springs, Mich.: New Testament Department, Seventh-

day Adventist Theological Seminary, Andrews University, 2016), 168-184.  

 

“Facing Evil and Finding Atonement: The Crossroad of Jesus’ Passion in 1 Peter 2,” in The Great 
Controversy and the End of Evil: Biblical and Theological Studies in Honor of Ángel Manuel 
Rodríguez in Celebration of His Seventieth Birthday. Edited by Gerhard Pfandl (Silver Spring, 

MD: Biblical Research Institute; Review and Herald Publishing Association, 2015), 173-182. 

“Resurrection, Rebirth, and the Human Being in 1 and 2 Peter,” in “What Are Human Beings that 
You Remember Them?” Proceedings of the Third International Bible Conference, Nof GInosar 
and Jerusalem, June 11–21, 2012. Edited by Clinton Wahlen (Silver Spring, MD: Biblical 

Researcd 
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Scripture: Bible Questions and Answers, ed. Gerhard Pfandl. Biblical Research Institute 2 (Silver 

Spring, MD: Biblical Research Institute, 2010), 360-362. 

 

“Does the Parable of the rich man and Lazarus teach the immortality of the soul? Luke 16:22, 

23.” In Interpreting Scripture: Bible Questions and Answers, ed. Gerhard Pfandl. Biblical 

Research Institute 2 (Silver Spring, MD: Biblical Research Institute, 2010), 309-312. 

 

“Has the law of Moses been replaced by the grace of Jesus?  John 1:17.” In Interpreting 
Scripture: Bible Questions and Answers, ed. Gerhard Pfandl. Biblical Research Institute 2 (Silver 

Spring, MD: Biblical Research Institute, 2010), 316-320. 

 

“Is Peter the rock on which Jesus built the church?  Mathew 16:18.” In Interpreting Scripture: 
Bible Questions and Answers, ed. Gerhard Pfandl. Biblical Research Institute 2 (Silver Spring, 

MD: Biblical Research Institute, 2010), 273-276. 

  

“What does Jesus mean when he says we are to be ‘perfect’?  Matthew 5:48.” In Interpreting 
Scripture: Bible Questions and Answers, ed. Gerhard Pfandl. Biblical Research Institute 2 (Silver 

Spring, MD: Biblical Research Institute, 2010), 265-266. 

 

 “The Irony of Power in the Trial of Jesus and the Denial by Peter – Mark 14:53-72,” in The Trial 
and Death of Jesus: Essays on the Passion Narrative in Mark, eds. Geert Van Oyen and Tom 

Shepherd, Contributions to Biblical Exegesis & Theology, vol. 45 (Peeters: Leuven, 2006), 229-

245. 

“The Narrative Role of John and Jesus in Mark 1.1-15,” in Biblical Interpretation in Early 
Christian Gospels, Vol 1: The Gospel of Mark, ed. Thomas Hatina, Library of New Testament 

Studies, no. 304 (formerly 
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of academic integrity violations is maintained by the University Student Academic Integrity Council. 

Repeated and/or flagrant offenses will be referred to an Academic Integrity Panel for recommendations on 

further penalties. 

Academic Dishonesty includes: 

•  Plagiarism in which one fails to give credit every time use is made of another person’s ideas or 

exact words, whether in a formal paper or in submitted notes or assignments. Credit is to be given 

by use of:  

o Correctly designed and inserted footnotes each time one makes use of another 

individual’s research and/or ideas; and  

o Quotation marks placed around any exact phrases or sentences (3 or more words) taken 

from the text or speech of another individual.  

• Presenting another’s work as one’s own (e.g., placement exams, homework assignments); 

• Using materials during a quiz or examination other than those explicitly allowed by the teacher or 

program; 

• 
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affecting one’s concentration and motivation levels.  Again, with diligence, applying feedback from your 
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Bibliography – Give full bibliographic data for all your sources, including internet sources. 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Question (this will be the basis of discussion on Learning Hub) – Why didn’t Paul 

just say slavery is wrong and tell Philemon to set Onesimus free? 
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Analysis Assignment 3 
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Your reaction and reasoning: 
 

 

 

 

Topic: 
 

Pages in the book: 

 

Book’s major concept: 

 

 

 

 

Your reaction and reasoning: 
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RUBRICS 

 

Reading Report Grading Rubric 
 

NTST535 – Colossians and Philemon 2019 

 

Grading Rubric for Reading Reports 

 

1. The reading report is worth 100 points and makes up 30% of the final grade. 

 

2. The reading report grade is divided between the number of pages read (along with the 

level of the reading) and the report on your reading. 

 

3. The reading report asks you to report the pages you have read in the book and at what 

level. List the pages as pages of the total pages in the book (such as 100 pages of 253). 

This section is worth 60 points. 

a. The total number of pages assigned, read thoroughly, is determined as 100% of 

the reading report. If you read all the pages at this level you get 40 points for this 

section. 

b. If you read less pages you receive a proportionally lower grade. And if you read at 

a lower level (read substantially or skimmed)) you receive a lower grade. 

 

4. The second part of the report is worth 40 points. The points are broken down as follows: 

a. Lists passage being commented on and book pages: 10 points. Lists partial data: 5 

points. Lists no data: 0 points 

b. Book’s major concept: lists major concept accurately not leaving out details: 10 

points. Leaves out some details: 7 points. Leaves out many details: 5 points. Does 

not list: 0 points. 

c. Your reaction and reasoning: presents a clear reaction with reasonable and 

insightful reasoning: 20 points. Reaction present but unclear, and/or reasoning 

leaves out some details: 15-19 points. Reaction weak, reasoning present but weak: 

10-14 points. Reaction very weak or absent, reasoning very weak or absent: 0-9 

points. 
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Analysis Assignment Grading Rubric – Colossians and Philemon – MAPM Fall 2019 
 

 Descriptions 




