
44   ADMISSIONS AND ACADEMICS

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
Graduate education at Andrews University looks beyond the 
traditional preservation of knowledge and the advancement of 
disciplines to the integration of learning with Christian faith. The 
graduate faculty seek to challenge and guide students in their 
search for knowledge, to motivate them with a keen desire to 
learn, and to develop both personal resourcefulness and a sense 
of their own responsibility in the quest for greater competence in 
their chosen academic discipline.

Admission
The graduate programs at Andrews University are characterized 
by academic quality, attention to research, close individual 
student/ professor interaction, and an emphasis on the spiritual 
dimensions of the various content fields. The university welcomes 
students in harmony with these ideals to apply for admission to 
its graduate programs.

How to Apply

Request Application Materials
Telephone: 800-253-2874 toll free or 269-471-6321
Web site: 

Follow These Steps. Applicants can ask the Office of Graduate 
Admissions to send them an application packet, download it 
from the website listed above, or fill out the online application 
from the same website. Students must
•	 �Fill out the Application for Graduate Admissions and send it 

with the nonrefundable $40 application fee to the Office of 
Graduate Admissions, or submit the online application along 
with the nonrefundable application fee.

•	 �Prepare a 500-word sa� 	 	 the information on the Professional History form. 
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•	 �Minimum academic standards for graduate programs at 
Andrews University

•	 �Specific admission requirements of the departments/programs 
in which they plan to enroll.

Provisional Status. Students who fail to meet one or more of 
the requirements for regular admission may be admitted on 
a provisional basis. This can be done if the appropriate dean, 
department chair, or graduate program coordinator believes the 
student has the ability to be successful in the desired program.
	 At the time the provisional admission is granted, the student’s 
deficiency is noted. A plan and a deadline to remove the deficien-
cy is made clear. In any case, deficiencies must be removed and 
the regular status must be granted by the time the student com-
pletes 50% of the total requirements for graduate certificate and 
master’s programs or 16 credits for EdS and doctoral programs. 
Students who fail to meet these requirements are dropped from 
the program in which they had provisional admission.
	 Students enrolled on provisional status may not
•	 register for thesis or independent study
•	 request advancement to degree candidacy
•	 take comprehensive examinations.

Permission to Take Classes (PTC). PTC is a temporary 
enrollment designation, not an admission category. PTC is for 
students holding a U.S. bachelor's degree from an institution 
accredited by a validated accreditation body or its equivalent 
outside the U.S. The PTC status is especially designed to allow 
the enrollment of qualified students in special classes including 
workshops and guest students from other universities.
	 Permission to take classes status is for
•	 �Applicants who have no intention of earning a graduate degree 

from Andrews University
•	 �Graduate students who are 





section of this bulletin concerning residency requirements and 
time limitations.

Active Status. Before advancement to candidacy, master’s degree 
students are considered to be on active status in a program if they 
enroll, for credit, for at least one semester during each academic 
year (summer-spring terms).
	 After advancement to candidacy a master’s degree student 
must maintain active status by being registered continuously 
for credit courses or non-credit continuation status. Non-credit 
continuation status includes research or program continuation.
	 Non-credit research continuation includes project/thesis 
continuation, recital continuations, and/or comprehensive exam 
preparation.
	 When not enrolled in the above, non-credit program 
continuation is used to maintain access to University services, 
e.g.: library services (including online database), ITS resources 
(including e-mail), faculty advising, and research supervision 
for graduate students taking their programs on the main campus 
(Berrien Springs). Program continuation carries a fee (see p. 58).
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•	 �Completed all curriculum and English-language deficiencies 
that may have existed

•	 �Demonstrated research tool proficiency, including foreign 
language when required

•	 Passed all comprehensive examinations
•	 �Completed all other degree requirements except the 

dissertation.

Projects, Theses and Dissertations

Projects. The student who elects to complete a research project 
or projects as part of fulfilling the research requirement for 
the master’s degree or clinical doctorate reports it/them in 
conformity to the Andrews University Standards for Written Work. 
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