Comprehensive Examinations

= Students are required to pass five comprehensive examinations
within a four-week period designated by the PhD-ThD
Committee. Four of these examinations are set in the principal
area of study and one in the cognate area.

« The regular course requirements of 48 credits or more must
be completed before the student can sit for comprehensive
examinations.

* The comprehensive examinations determine a student’s
proficiency in the major area of emphasis and in the cognate
area of study, familiarity with pertinent literature, and skills in
criticism and analysis.

= Students are expected to demonstrate greater proficiency in the
major area of emphasis than in their cognate area.

* When students make formal application to take the
comprehensive examinations, they are thereby also applying
for advancement to candidacy, which is granted subject to
passing all comprehensive examinations and approval of the
dissertation proposal by the PhD-ThD Committee.

Dissertation Proposal

Students are expected to receive approval from their advisers for
a dissertation topic by the end of their second semester (or by the
time they have earned 24 credits). At this point, they are required
to register for GSEM854 (3 credits) for fall semester only, and
continue attending scheduled sessions through spring semester.
Under the guidance of the instructor and the chair of their
advisory committee, students will write a tentative proposal (or
pre-proposal). During the following semesters, but normally not
later than the last semester of course work, students must submit
a final proposal that is approved by their advisory committee and
prepared for submission to the proposal review committee and
the PhD-ThD Committee.

The proposal must contain the preliminary bibliography, a
clear statement of the problem, a description of the methodology
to be employed, a basic survey of pertinent literature, and a list
of tentative chapter and subsection titles.

After the dissertation proposal is approved and the student
has passed the comprehensive examinations, he/she registers in
GSEM995 for 1-16 dissertation credits for up to six semesters. If
the dissertation is not completed after all 16 dissertation credits
have been taken, the candidate must register for GSEM888 every
semester, and pay a continuation fee until the dissertation is
completed and the defense held, or until the time limit has expired.

Dissertation Preparation
The dissertation prepared by the PhD candidate must
1. Make an original contribution to scholarship.
2. Demonstrate the candidate's competence to do independent
research.
3. Reveal the candidate’s familiarity with and proficiency in
handling the pertinent literature.



48 credits of formal course work, 24 credits of which must consist
of seminars, directed study and reading courses. The student
chooses a field of study and within that field an area of emphasis
to which at least one-half (24 credits) of the course work is
devoted. The student also chooses a supporting area, normally

in another field, to which at least one-fourth (12 credits) of the
course work is devoted. Of the remaining 12 credits of course
work, three are used in GSEM854 and three in GSEM860.





