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Senior Thesis
A minimum of 3 credits of BIOL495 or HONS497. Biology majors 
may elect to complete a minimum of 3 credits of original research in 
a topic of mutual interest with a Biology Department staff member 
and present this original work in the form of a senior thesis. This 
research experience may be supported by a research scholarship.

Graduate Programs
The Biology Department offers courses leading to the Master of 
Science degree and also cooperates with the School of Education 
in offering courses leading to the Master of Arts in Teaching 
degree. Students are strongly urged to incorporate into their 
programs a summer of study at the Rosario Beach Marine Station 
at Anacortes, Washington. During the 8-week summer session, 
students may earn 6 to 8 credits.

The Biology Department collaborates in offering the MS: 
Mathematics and Science with the departments of Mathematics, 
Chemistry, and Physics. See the program description under 
Mathematics and Science, p. 154.

MS: Biology
In addition to the general requirements for admission to and 
enrollment in graduate degree programs outlined in this bulletin 
on pp. 44–53, students must meet the following departmental 
requirements.

Admission Requirements
•	� A bachelor’s degree with major in biology or an approved, related 

discipline, including courses in cell/molecular biology, organismal 
physiology, developmental biology, genetics, and ecology.

•	 A minimum GPA of 3.00 (B) in the undergraduate major for 
	 admission to regular student status.
•	� Cognate sciences, including full-year courses in general 

chemistry, organic chemistry, and physics. Mathematics through 
calculus level is encouraged.

Degree Requirements
•	 The inclusion of BIOL550 or IDSC526, and BIOL681, 682.
•	� A written comprehensive examination completed before the 

third semester in residence.
•	 A thesis earning 6 credits.
•	 A final oral examination in defense of the thesis.
•	 A minimum of 30 credits of approved course work and thesis.

MAT: Biology
Designed to prepare students for teaching biology in secondary 
schools, this degree is offered through the School of Education. 
A minor or its equivalent in biology on the undergraduate level 
is a prerequisite. In consultation with the department chair or 
the graduate program director, a minimum of 12 (6 credits must 
be 500-level or above) credits from courses listed below may be 
applied toward this program.
	 Required courses are BIOL550 or IDSC526. For further infor-
mation, see the School of Education section of this bulletin on p. 
261.

Courses		  (Credits)
See inside front cover for symbol code.

General

BIOL100	 $ (4)
Human Biology
This course is designed to provide students with a basic 
understanding of the structure and function of the human body. 
Emphasis is placed on the practical application of principles 
learned in the areas of nutrition, anatomy and physiology. Meets 
the life science general education requirement. Weekly: 3 lectures 
and 1 lab. Spring

BIOL111, 112, 113	 $ (4, 3, 1)
Anatomy and Physiology I, II, III
BIOL111 and 112 includes cell biology, functional anatomy and 
control of each organ system of the human. BIOL111 Weekly: 
3 lectures and 1 lab; BIOL112 Weekly: 2 lectures and 1 lab; 
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