
RLED669 (2)
Reaching the Secular Mind
Describes popular world views found on college and university
campuses and explores strategies for Christian young adults to
maintain their own faith and to present the gospel in terms under-
standable to the unchurched.

RLED676 (1-3)
Topics:
Repeatable with different topics in Religious Education. Themes
to be covered are announced in the current class schedule.

RLED678 (2)
Spiritual Nurture of Children
Examines the spiritual needs of children and young adolescents in
light of their physical, social, emotional, and mental development.
Considers the nurturing roles of parents and teachers in the church
and day school. Practicum activity required. Meets requirements
for Family Life Education Certificate: Parent Education and
Guidance module.

RLED680 (1-6)
Field Practicum:
Supervised religious-education experience in a chosen area of 
specialty, such as family life, children’s ministry, youth ministry,
academy or college teaching, editorial work, etc. Permission of
advisor and practicum supervisor required.

RLED690 (1-3)
Independent Study:
Repeatable to 6 credits. Permission of advisor and instructor

RLED850 (2)
Theological Foundations of Christian Teaching
Theistic assumptions and biblical models that identify the goals of
Christian education and undergird a theology of Christian teaching
applicable to discipling and teaching ministries.

RLED870 (1-4)
Advanced Studies:

Individual or group studies in a specific area of Religious
Education designed to meet program competencies. Repeatable.
By permission of advisor and teacher.

RLED878 (0)
Advanced Professional Development
Represents student initiatives for developing sustainable habits of
scholarship and includes such things as attendance at colloquia,

special-event lectures, and professional conferences; presentation
of scholarly papers; and teaching experiences. DG will be given
until experiences are documented in the portfolio. Graded S/U.

RLED885 (1-5)
Field Practicum:
Supervised religious-education experience for the advanced stu-
dent’s chosen area of specialty such as family life, children’s min-
istry, youth ministry, academy or college teaching editorial work,
etc. Permission of advisor and practicum supervisor required.

RLED887 (1-3)
Applied Research
A planned research experience dealing with a research question in
the area of religious education. The student identifies a faculty
member or members with whom to engage in collaborative
research study leading to joint publication. Project to support
competency for dissertation research.

RLED888 (0)
Dissertation Continuation
Reduced tuition rate applies.

RLED930 (3)
Seminar:
Group study in specified areas of Religious Education. Repeatable.
Permission of advisor and instructor required.

RLED950 (3)
Synthesis in Religious Education
A capstone course in which students synthesize their learning
experiences by examining the structure of the discipline, discussing
its major issues, and reviewing its basic literature. Students make
portfolio presentations to demonstrate program competencies.
Preferably taken in the last semester of course work.

RLED995 (1-14)
Doctoral Dissertation
To be repeated to 14 credits. Doctoral candidates may not register
for a cumulative total of more than 4 dissertation credits until they
have successfully completed EDRM880 or GSEM854, and their
dissertation proposal has been approved.

PhD: Religion
Roy E. Gane, Director

The primary purpose of advanced academic studies leading to
the Doctor of Philosophy (PhD): Religion is to provide teacher-
scholars for church-operated colleges, seminaries, and universities
around the world.

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION
When students apply to the PhD program in religion, they

select one of the five areas of study listed below. 
Adventist Studies
• Development of Adventist lifestyle
• Development of Adventist theology
• General Adventist history
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Mission and Ministry Studies
• Analysis of the biblical, theological, and theoretical basis for 
mission

• Evangelization of unreached people groups and urban 
population clusters

• Leadership development for effective church growth, ministry, 
and evangelistic strategies

• Study of world religions and secularism as a missionary challenge
New Testament Studies
• Development of the Christian community in the first and 
second centuries
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Theological Studies
Intermediate OT Hebrew, Intermediate NT Greek, German, 
and French
In addition to these prerequisite language requirements, stu-

dents in any of the five areas may be asked to study other lan-
guages. When warranted by the student's program, a language
substitution may be made with the approval of the student's advis-
er and the director of the PhD and ThD Programs.

Schedule of Meeting Language Proficiency Requirements. All
language prerequisites should be completed before entrance. If
that is not possible, a student may be required to take a reduced
load in order to meet these prerequisites.
Language prerequisites should be met before the beginning of the

second year of doctoral study (except that students qualifying for
German in GRMN505 must take this course the first time it is
offered during their doctoral program). Students who fail to meet
this schedule take no further regular course work until all the lan-
guage prerequisites are met.
Because of the amount of study and the length of time usually

required in developing prerequisite-level skill in languages, the
PhD-ThD Committee may require applicants to clear all the 
language prerequisites prior to admission.

RESIDENCE AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS
In order to fulfill the requirements for the PhD degree, students must
• Take no fewer than four semesters of full-time study in regular
course work with a load of 12 credits per semester

• Register for 64 credits by completing 48 or more credits of 
formal course work in lecture, seminars, directed-study, and 
reading courses, and 16 credits for the dissertation:
Area of Concentration 33
All concentrations include GSEM920 (requires attendance for
two consecutive semesters)
Old Testament concentration also includes OTST654 Biblical
Aramaic and OTST660 Reading in Septuagint.

Area of Cognate 9
Required Courses 6
GSEM854 (3), GSEM860 (3)

Dissertation 16
GSEM995 (1-12)

(Students with recognized teaching experience at the
college/graduate level may substitute a course in either the
emphasis or cognate area for GSEM860.)

• Take all course work at the Seminary on the 600-, 800-, and
900-levels; some non-seminary graduate courses may be
approved by the student's doctoral committee in consultation
with the director of the PhD-ThD Programs.

• Take a minimum of 24 credits on the 800- and 900-levels.
• Take at least two semesters of formal full-time study consecu-
tively and in residence, registering each semester for no fewer
than 8 credits. At least 33 credits (of the minimum 48) must be
taken in residence.

• Attend doctoral colloquia and chapels.
• Achieve grades of B (3.00) or better and/or S. Only such grades
are credited toward the degree requirements. No more than 15
credits in courses with an S grade may be applied to the pro-
gram requirements. If the student falls below this minimum
GPA, he/she is placed on probation and can regain regular
standing only after having again reached the B (3.00) level. The
matriculation of a student with grades below B may be termi-
nated after review by the PhD-ThD Committee. A student who
accumulates more than three grades of C or below (2.00 or
below) is not allowed to continue in the doctoral program.

Full Course Load. The full-time load for regular course work is 8
to 12 credits per semester. Sponsored students are expected to take
a full load of 12 credits per semester. On-campus students who are
registered for GSEM880, GSEM888 (non-credit courses) are
counted as full-time students. Students who register for GSEM995
are also counted as full-time students if the work is done on cam-
pus and they register for 16 credits in a maximum of six semesters.

Advanced Standing.Advanced standing may be considered for
students having done post-MA or post-MDiv work in an approved
institution if the work is appropriate to the program, carries grades
of B or above, and was taken within six years of the students' first
enrollment in the PhD Program. Credits earned towards the MA
and MDiv degrees are not considered for advanced standing. The
director of the PhD and ThD Programs determines the appropriate-
ness, relevance, and currency of the work considered for advanced
standing and authorizes such standing. In no case is the minimum
residence requirement reduced.

Time Limits. The student is required to finish all regular course
work and take the comprehensive examinations within 5 years of
his/her registration in the program, and to complete all degree
requirements within ten years of initial registration. Also, students
must complete the dissertation including a formal defense and sub-
sequent revisions in five years or less from the time the compre-
hensive examinations are passed. The two 5-year time limits apply
independently, so that shortening one does not lengthen the other.

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATIONS AND DOCTORAL
DISSERTATION STUDENT ADVISORY COMMITTEES
• The director of the PhD-ThD Program may designate the chair 
of the department offering the student's major area of emphasis 
to advise the student on the selection of appropriate course work.

• Not later than the student’s registration for GSEM854 
Dissertation Proposal Seminar, the student, in consultation with 
the chair of the department offering the student’s area of 
emphasis, selects a tentative dissertation topic. Then the pro-
gram director, in consultation with the student and the chair of 
the department, appoints as the chair of the student’s disserta-
tion committee, a faculty member in agreement with the tenta-
tive topic. Within the first four weeks of the Dissertation 
Proposal Seminar, the student and the chair of the student’s 
committee collaborate on the selection of two additional faculty
members to complete the student’s committee, so that, where 
possible, all three members may contribute to the development 
of the proposal. All three members of the student’s dissertation 
committee must approve the proposal before it is presented to 
the PhD-ThD Committee.

• Normally, the student's advisory committee continues as the 
student's dissertation committee. Any proposed changes to the 
advisory or dissertation committee are subject to the approval 
of the PhD-ThD Committee.

• At least six weeks before the time of the dissertation defense, 
the director, in consultation with the dean of the Seminary, 
appoints two additional members to the dissertation committee. 
One of these persons, the "external examiner," is normally a 
scholar from another graduate institution.

Comprehensive Examinations
• Students are required to pass five comprehensive examinations
within a four-week period designated by the PhD-ThD
Committee. Four of these examinations are set in the principal
area of study and one in the cognate area. At least three of these
examinations must be in the regular written format, each lasting
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between four and six hours. Upon the agreement of the chair of
the student's committee, the student, and the examiner, and with
the concurrence of the student's committee and the director of the
PhD-ThD Programs, up to two of the five examinations may be
given in the oral and/or take-home formats. The oral format
requires the participation of a three-member examination com-
mittee and lasts one to two hours. The take-home format requires
the writing of a research paper on an assigned topic in a maxi-
mum of a week, and in accordance with the style required in
Andrews University Standards for Written Work. Use of the take-
home examination option is the prerogative of the examiner.

• The regular course requirements of 48 credits or more must be 
completed before the student can sit for comprehensive 
examinations.

• The student registers for GSEM880 (0 credit) for one semester 
immediately after completing all regular course work. This 
course is considered full-time. A small fee is charged (see the 
Financial Information section of the bulletin).

• The comprehensive examinations determine a student's 
proficiency in the major area of emphasis and in the cognate 
area of study, familiarity with pertinent literature, and skills in 
criticism and analysis.

• The PhD-ThD Committee, in consultation with the student's 
advisory committee, appoints the faculty members who are to 
prepare the comprehensive examinations.

• Each comprehensive examination is evaluated by the faculty 
member who prepares it, normally within seven days after each 
examination is administered.

• When all examination results are received, the director informs 
the student of the results.

• Each student may be required to sit for an oral examination (not 
to exceed two hours) at the request of the respective examiner(s)
as part of the comprehensive examination. The program direc-
tor, or designee, arranges for and chairs the oral-examination 
session which is normally conducted within 14 days of the last 
written examination. The program director informs the student 
of the results of the oral examination.

• Students who fail two comprehensive examinations may sit for 
them again no sooner than three months and no later than nine 
months after the initial examination was taken. Students who 
fail three or more comprehensive examinations must repeat all 
five after an interval of 6 to 12 months from the time the 
examinations were initially taken.

• Examinations may be retaken once. If students fail a second
time, they are required to withdraw from the doctoral program.
However, if they fail only one examination during the second
attempt, students may submit an appeal within 60 days.
Approval is determined by the Ph.D./Th.D. Committee in con-
sultation with the student's doctoral committee and the examiner.

• Students are expected to demonstrate greater proficiency in the 
major area of emphasis than in their cognate area.

• When students make formal application to take the comprehen-
sive examinations (by the beginning of the semester preceding 
the examinations), they also should apply for advancement to 
candidacy, which is granted subject to passing all comprehen-
sive examinations. A form for making this double application is 
available at the PhD-ThD office.

Dissertation Proposal
Students are expected to receive approval from their advisers

for a dissertation topic by the end of their second semester (or by
the time they have earned 24 credits). At this point, they are
required to register for GSEM854 (3 credits), and, under the 
guidance of the instructor and the chair of their advisory 
committee, write a tentative proposal (or pre-proposal). During the

following semesters, but normally not later than the last semester
of course work, students must submit a final proposal that is
approved by their advisory committee and prepared for submis-
sion to the PhD-ThD Committee.
When a student's proposal is evaluated by the PhD-ThD

Committee, both the student and the adviser must be present.
Proposals should be no longer than 16 pages (6-12 is preferred).
The proposal must contain the preliminary bibliography, a clear
statement of the problem, a description of the methodology to be
employed, a basic survey of pertinent literature, and a list of
tentative chapter and subsection titles.
After the dissertation proposal is approved and the student has

passed the comprehensive examinations, he/she registers in
GSEM995 for 1-12 dissertation credits for up to six semesters. If
the dissertation is not completed after all 16 dissertation credits
have been taken, the candidate must register for GSEM888 every
semester, except summer terms, and pay a continuation fee
($75.00) until the dissertation is completed and the defense held,
or until the time limit has expired.

Dissertation Preparation
• The dissertation prepared by the PhD candidate must
1. Make an original contribution to scholarship.
2. Demonstrate the candidate's competence to do independent 
research.

3. Reveal the candidate's familiarity with and proficiency in 
handling the pertinent literature.

4. Present a logically organized, methodologically sound, and 
readable account of the investigation, findings, conclusions, 
and implications of the study.

• The chair of the student's dissertation committee or, in special 
cases, a committee member designated by the PhD-ThD 
Committee, guides the candidate in the research.

• The other members of the student' s dissertation committee are 
available for consultation, and the chair of that committee (the 
dissertation adviser) involves them in the dissertation progress on 
a chapter-by-chapter and/or section-by-section basis. As a rule, a 
calendar year or more is needed for dissertation preparation.

• The dissertation is typically between 250 and 300 pages in 
length.

• When the dissertation is complete, but prior to submitting it to 
the dissertation secretary for checking, a 350-word abstract is to 
be prepared. It should contain a statement of the problem, the 
nature of the research (or procedure used), and a very brief 
chapter-by-chapter summary of the work done and conclusions 
reached. A statement (in a sentence or two) giving an appraisal 
of the overall contribution of the dissertation is also appropriate.
This abstract must be succinct, clear, cohesive, logical, and suffi-
ciently informative to give an overview of the dissertation to scho-
lars in the field and readers somewhat unfamiliar with the topic.

• The candidate must submit six copies of the dissertation and the 
350-word abstract to the director of the PhD-ThD Programs for 
distribution to the examiners and the presiding chair of the oral 
dissertation defense. These six copies must be in the hands of 
the director at least six weeks prior to the defense and at least 
10 weeks prior to conferral of the degree.

Oral Defense of Dissertation
Candidates' oral defense of their dissertations normally cannot

be made earlier than 12 months after passing the comprehensive
examinations. The date is set and announced by the director of the
PhD-ThD programs at least two weeks before the defense. No
defenses are scheduled during the final two weeks of a term or 
during the interim between regular semesters.
The defense date is announced publicly. Upon prior notification




