


MISSION
The Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary is commis-

sioned by the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists to
educate men and women from around the world to proclaim the
everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ in the setting of the three-
angels' messages of Revelation 14. Affirming the centrality of
Scripture as authoritative propositional revelation from God, the
Seminary is charged with preparing faithful and effective pastors,
evangelists, religion teachers, scholars, administrators, and others
for the furtherance of the Seventh-day Adventist mission to the
entire world. To this end, it seeks to provide substantial instruc-
tion in biblical, linguistic, theological, historical, missiological,
and pastoral knowledge and skills. 

A post-baccalaureate entity of Andrews University, the
Seminary is authorized by the General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists to confer doctoral degrees in theology, religion, and
ministry, and is the only institution delegated by the denomina-
tion's North American Division to provide professional and 
academic master's degrees for the preparation of ministers. In 
harmony with its global purview, it is asked to offer extension
classes and continuing-education opportunities throughout North
America and, by means of extension centers and affiliations, to
offer context-sensitive programs world-wide.

The Seminary seeks to be responsive to cultural, ethnic, and
national differences in its choice of faculty and staff. It accepts
students of any cultural, ethnic, and national background, and is
open to persons of various religious persuasions who desire to
benefit from its offerings and are comfortable with its standards.

Though primarily a teaching, worshiping, and confessing 
institution, the Seminary believes it can offer the best in 
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conferences, in conjunction with the North American Division,
establish a scholarship fund at each local conference office.
Individuals may seek these scholarship grants for assistance during
participation in the MDiv program. The local conference organiza-
tion decides when and to whom the scholarship grants are made.

ADMISSION AND EVALUATION POLICIES
All applicants must hold a minimum of a baccalaureate degree

or its equivalent from an approved college or university and are
subject to the general admission requirements in the Graduate
Programs Admission section of this bulletin (see p. 38). Students
in MA, MTh, PhD, and ThD programs are also subject to the
Academic Standards requirements on p. 43. International students
should note the Special Admission Requirements on p. 40.

Admission Policy. Admission to the Seventh-day Adventist
Theological Seminary is granted irrespective of race, color, national
or ethnic origin, gender, or disability. The Seminary is owned and
financed by the Seventh-day Adventist Church. It is a community
of committed Christians who collectively confess the Christian faith
and seek to experience its meaning in worship and practical life.
Most of its students are members of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church; however, no declaration of confessional allegiance is
required for admission. Students who meet academic requirements,
whose lifestyle and character are in harmony with the purposes of
the Seminary, and who express willingness to cooperate with 
general university policies may be admitted. Admission to the 
university, however, is a privilege rather than a right and may be
withheld or withdrawn by the university at its discretion.

Students are expected to maintain the religious, social, and 
cultural atmosphere of the Seminary and to order their lives in
harmony with its mission and purposes. The seminary community
endeavors to maintain an atmosphere of mutual support and
acceptance which is congenial to personal adjustment and social
development. In the course of their preparation for the ministry,
students are called upon to participate in the lives and worship of
the surrounding churches. Because of this role, students are
expected to be sensitive to the values of others and exemplary in
appearance and actions.

Student Pledge. Students who enter the Seminary subscribe to the
following declaration of purpose:

I declare it to be my serious intention to devote my life to the
Christian ministry or some other form of Christian service, and 
to this end I pledge myself to rely on divine guidance, to live 
according to the standards and ideals set forth in the Holy
Scriptures, to apply myself faithfully and diligently to the 
instruction of the Seminary, and to abide by all its requirements.

English Language Requirements. Class work at Andrews
University is in English. Applicants whose mother tongue is 
other than English must submit scores of a standardized English 
proficiency exam unless their proficiency is otherwise 
satisfactorily documented (see pp. 39-40).

Students accepted in the Hispanic track of the MA in Pastoral
Ministry program are exempted from English-language 
proficiency requirements.

Time to Apply. Preferably, students should apply to seminary
programs 12 months before they plan to begin study. 

Since students in the MDiv program may be encouraged to start
in the summer term, applications for the MDiv program should be
received by December 31 of the previous year. Acceptance letters
to MDiv applicants are sent out after February 1.

PhD and ThD applicants for autumn semester must submit appli-
cation materials by January 15. A limited number of students may be
admitted for the summer term, in which case they would need to sub-
mit all application materials by November 30 of the previous year.

Minimum GPA for Admission. The minimum GPAs required for
admission to seminary programs are listed below. Transfer credits
are not counted in the GPA.

2.50 MDiv, MA in PMin, MA in YMin
2.60 MA (Religion)
3.00 MTh
3.25 DMin
3.50 PhD, ThD
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Doctor of Ministry
• Recommendations

1. Conference administrator
2. Colleague in ministry
3. Lay person

• Statement of Purpose—350 words plus career history

Doctor of Philosophy/Theology
• Recommendations

1. Adviser/teacher in applicant's MA or MDiv program
2. Teacher in applicant's MA or MDiv program
3. Church administrator of applicant's employing organization 

(or most recent denominational employer if not currently 
church employed)

• Statement of purpose— 600 words

Balanced Financial Plan. All students applying for admission to
the on-campus programs of the Seminary must submit a balanced
financial plan detailing how their expenses will be covered. Listed
below is the length of plan required for Seminary degree programs:

MA in Religion 1 year
MA in Youth Ministry 2 years
Master of Divinity 3 years
Master of Theology 1 year
Doctor of Ministry
PhD/ThD programs 3 years*
*or letter of sponsorship required

Graduate Record Examinations. Students applying to the pro-
fessional ministerial degree programs (Master of Divinity, Master
of Arts in Pastoral Ministry, Master of Arts in Youth Ministry, and
Doctor of Ministry) should provide transcripts of the Graduate
Record Examination (GRE) General Test only when requested.
Applicants to seminary academic graduate programs must request
that a transcript of the GRE examination (taken within the past
five years) be sent directly to the Graduate Admissions Office.

Orientation. An orientation program is conducted for all new 
students of the Seminary. All first-year MDiv students are
required to attend. Students who begin in the summer have a short
orientation on the day before summer school begins. The main
orientation session starts the Thursday of the week before autumn
semester classes begin and continues through Monday. New 
students starting either in the summer or autumn terms should
plan to attend this main session. A separate orientation, including
an intensive course, is conducted for students entering the in-
ministry delivery system of the MDiv program. See the Seminary
Calendar, p. 274, for specific dates for these orientation events.

Psychological Evaluation. In order to complete the spring 
semester registration process, all on-campus seminary students
must provide evidence that they have completed the Seminary's
psychological evaluation program.

Student Lifestyle. Continuance in a seminary program is based
not only on academic achievement but also on an ongoing



Classes Taken in Other Schools. Students registered in the
Seminary who plan to take courses in another school on campus
must first obtain permission from the Seminary dean or 
appropriate program director, as well as the dean of the school
where the course will be taken. Tuition is charged for MDiv 
students taking courses outside the Seminary.

Informal Auditing. Students with a full-time load and a GPA of
3.00 or above may sit in on a class without registration or a tuition
charge on a space-available basis. The appropriate form must be
completed. Certain courses are not available for auditing on any
basis. For audited courses to be recorded on the transcript, see the
university policy on p. 22.

Independent Study Courses. Normally, only on-campus students
with a GPA of 3.00 or above may register for independent study
courses. Because the faculty are not obliged to guide students for
Independent Studies, students must first obtain their concurrence.
Independent study courses are advanced studies in a particular
field and should be taken only after completing basic courses. At
registration, students need to submit a copy of the Independent
Study Contract Form with the course number from the department
and a brief subject added to the course title to appear on the 
transcript. Requirements for independent study are determined by
the guiding faculty member and may include readings, research,
writing, and other learning experiences. A maximum of 8 credits
may be approved for Independent Study in a degree program, and
Independent Study courses normally are graded satisfactory or
unsatisfactory. Additional guidelines are found on the contract form.

Directed Reading. Courses designated Directed Reading are for
doctoral students. Students must arrange individually with a pro-
fessor to take courses on this basis. These courses are graded S/U.

Grade Changes. Grade changes are permitted only in case of
computational error and must be made no later than the semester
following the one in which the course was taken. A form must be
completed by the teacher and signed by the dean before being
taken to the Academic Records Office.

Chapel Attendance. Regular and punctual attendance is required
at all chapels for faculty, staff, and students in residence, except
special students registered for 7 credits or fewer, and faculty who
have assignments off campus or are on an approved research term.
Student requests to be excused from this requirement should be
addressed to the seminary chaplain in writing.

Special assemblies are held occasionally at which attendance
also is required.

Final Exams. The times and dates for final examinations are set
by the University and the Seminary at the beginning of every
term. Students are expected to adhere to those dates and to 
integrate them into their planning calendar. The only exceptions to
the prescribed dates are illness or dire emergency. Such 
exceptions must be approved in writing by the Seminary
Associate Dean's office. Personal plans, family events, church
activities, and the like do not qualify for a change of date.

Residency Requirements. Residency requirements for seminary
programs appear in the respective program descriptions.

Time Limits on Degrees. For time limits applying to seminary
degree programs, see the respective program descriptions below.
Students who violate the respective time limits must petition the
dean for an extension of time, giving reasons for the request and

submitting plans for completion of the work. Petitions may be
granted by the dean and may require additional qualifying or other
examinations, additional course work, or both.

Transfer Credit. For limits on credits that may be transferred into
the respective seminary programs, see each program description
below.

PROGRAMS
The Master of Divinity degree program provides basic post-

graduate professional preparation for ministry with a broad expo-
sure to all fields of theological study. The program applies biblical,
historical, linguistic, theological, philosophical, ethical, missiologi-
cal, pastoral, and evangelistic instruction to the practical work of
the church. Practical field experience is a vital part of this program.

The Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry degree program offers
professional training to mature pastors experienced in ministry.
Normally such persons (if male) are ordained ministers unable to
leave their parish and come to the Seminary campus for extended
periods of time. The Seminary provides the major part of this 
professional training at off-campus centers in North America and 
various international sites.

The Master of Arts in Youth Ministry degree is a professional
program designed to equip men and women with competencies
needed for an effective ministry to youth and young adults in local
church and para-church settings. The program is focused on 
teaching, evangelizing, discipling, and counseling adolescents.

The Master of Arts in Religion provides an opportunity for 
one year of specialized study beyond the baccalaureate degree. It
is offered with these orientations: (1) the research orientation
designed for students who plan further graduate work, and (2) the
general academic orientation giving students a strong background


