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HONS497 (1-6)
Senior Honors Research
Independent research or creative work to produce
the Honors Thesis, typically supervised by a
professor within the student’s major field. The
thesis is filed in the James White Library to
facilitate wider academic access. An approved
thesis requires 2-6 credits.

HONS498 (1)
Interdisciplinary Honors Seminar
Presentation of the Honors Thesis to an
interdisciplinary audience; requires previous thesis
approval by the Honors Council. Grades assigned
according to both research and communication.

GRADUATE
PROGRAMS
Admission

The graduate programs at Andrews University
are characterized by academic quality, attention to
research, close individual student/
professor interaction, and an emphasis on the

Admission form and return it with the $40
application fee.

• Prepare a 500-word Statement of Purpose
explaining their desire to pursue a graduate
degree at Andrews University.

• Complete the information requested on the
Professional Experience form. Applicants for
the MS: Nursing program need to submit a
copy of their current nursing license.

• Request professionals who know them well,
such as advisers, major professors, an
administrative officer of current employing
organizations, etc., to complete Graduate
Evaluation forms and submit them directly to
Andrews University. Respondents should not
be relatives of the applicant. Most programs
require two recommendations, but students
applying for doctoral, EdS, MSA in
International Development, and all seminary
programs are required to submit threeprofessional-degree applicants are not required
to take these exams unless requested to do so;
all other applicants see below.

GENERAL ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Required Examinations. Applicants for all
graduate programs except the professional degree
programs in the Theological Seminary must take
either the GRE General Test or the GMAT.
Exams are to be taken no more than five years
before the date of admission. Official transcripts of
test results must be on file in the Graduate
Admissions Office before applicants are accepted
on regular status. Some programs, including all
doctoral, all counseling, and nursing, require GRE
scores prior to admission. 

The examination for each degree is listed
below:

GRE— AMPT, MA, MAT, MMus, MPT, MS,
MSA: Community and International
Development, MSW MSCLS, MSPT, MTh,
EdS, EdD, PhD, ThD, and as requested for    
Seminary professional degrees

GMAT— MBA
GRE or GMAT— MSA: Engineering Manage-

ment, MSA: Church Administration

The GRE subject exams can be taken at
colleges or universities in the United States (U.S.)
or at appointed GRE test centers in countries
outside the U.S. The GMAT and general GRE, as
well as TOEFL exams are available five days a
week at certain Sylvan Learning Centers in the
U.S. and at other international sites. The closest
Sylvan Learning Center to give the GRE, GMAT,
and TOEFL exams is located in Mishawaka,
Indiana. Their telephone number is 219-254-
1055.

A student unable to take the required exam
before admission can be accepted only on a
provisional basis. To have enrollment status
changed from provisional to regular, the student
should take the exam at the first opportunity after
enrollment.

Required Medical Records. Andrews University
requires that all first-time students must supply
certain medical before registration can be
completed. For full details, see p. 20.

Required English Proficiency. English is the
language of instruction for most programs on the
Michigan campus or at other United States or
Canadian sites. Students whose first language is not
English and who apply for admission to a graduate
program at any of these sites must give proof of
proficiency in English before they can officially
register for classes. Proficiency is demonstrated by
meeting one of the following criteria:
• All education from at least the ninth grade

through the twelfth grade or equivalent in a
country where English is the spoken language
and the medium of instruction.

• Four years in and graduation from an
undergraduate program in a college or
university in a country where English is the
spoken language and medium of instruction.

• Completion of a graduate program from a
college or university in a country where Eng-
lish is the spoken language and medium of
instruction.

• A score of 550* or higher on the written
TOEFL or a score of 213* or higher on the
computer-based TOEFL— Test of English as a
Foreign Language.

• A score of 80* or higher on the MELAB—
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A thesis/dissertation is approved if there is no
more than one negative vote, an abstention being
recorded as a negative vote. The department chair
or program director is responsible for notifying the
appropriate dean or graduate 
program coordinator of the outcome of the 
defense. 

The decision of a student's examining
committee is recorded and signed on the
appropriate form and submitted to the appropriate
dean or graduate program coordinator with a copy
to the Academic Records Office.

After the defense:
• The student makes all corrections.
• No later than two weeks before graduation, the

student submits the thesis/dissertation to the
School of Graduate Studies via the dissertation
secretary for approval to duplicate, at which
time changes made after the defense should be
pointed out.

• After the dissertation secretary has given
approval to duplicate, the student has two
options:
1. The student personally arranges for      

duplicating the thesis/dissertation. Masters’
students deliver three unbound copies of the
thesis to the Library         Director’s office
(James White Library, Room 200).
Doctoral students deliver three unbound
copies of the dissertation to the Library
Director’s office and also    deliver one
unbound copy to the 
dissertation secretary to be processed 
for microfiching.

2. The dissertation secretary arranges for
duplicating with Andrews University’s
LithoTech, and the student’s account is
billed.

• The deadline for theses/dissertations to be
turned in to the Library is no later than
Wednesday, a week and a half before
graduation. Strict adherence to this deadline is
essential or graduation is postponed.

• Students wanting to purchase additional bound
copies identical to those housed at Andrews
University must fill out mailing labels and
customs declaration forms (when applicable).
Students are billed for binding, postage, and
handling.
A committee chair usually assists a student by

way of a check sheet to ensure the prescribed
deadlines are met. The thesis/dissertation may be
handed in at any time during the year, but the
deadlines listed here determine date of graduation. 

The grade for a thesis is S or U. A deferred
grade (DG) is given while a thesis/dissertation is
still being written or corrected.


